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Visit of H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation to India

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation visited India on 26t February 2021.

During the visit, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah held delegation-level talks with Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Hon’ble Minister
of External Affairs, Gol in New Delhi. During the meeting, the two ministers discussed bilateral ties and ways to enhance
joint co-operation and strengthening partnership to serve the mutual interests of the two countries and their people.

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah and Dr. Jaishankar reviewed the cooperation and coordination between the UAE and India in
facing the COVID-19 pandemic and ways to support global efforts to ensure the delivery of vaccines to all countries.
They also touched upon regional and international developments and other issues of mutual interest.

His Highness Sheikh Abdullah affirmed the UAE’s keenness to strengthen the friendly and cooperative relations with India
and develop them in all fields, based on the strong bilateral and strategic relations between the two countries.

For his part, Dr. Jaishankar welcomed the visit of H.H. Sheikh Abdullah, stressing India’s keenness to strengthen the
relations with the UAE in light of the support and patronage of the two countries' leaders. Hon’ble Minister also hosted

a lunch in honour of H.H. Sheikh Abdullah and his delegation.

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India was also present during the meeting.
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Visit of Shri Rajvardhan Singh Dattigaon, Hon’ble Minister of Industry Policy and Investment Promotion,
Government of Madhya Pradesh

February 2021: A high-level delegation led by Shri Rajvardhan Singh Dattigaon, Hon’ble Minister of Industry Policy and
Investment Promotion, Government of Madhya Pradesh visited UAE to attract investments in the State. Hon’ble Minister was
accompanied by Mr John Kingsly, Managing Director, MP Industrial Development Corporation; Mr Anurag Verma, Executive
Director, MP Industrial Development Corporation; and Mr Rohan Saxena, Executive Director, MP Industrial Development
Corporation.

During the visit, the State Government delegation had series of meetings with leading industry leaders to discuss various
investment opportunities available in Madhya Pradesh and project the state as an attractive investment destination.

Shri Rajvardhan Dattigaon had met Mr lbrahim Sharaf, Chairman, Sharaf Group and Maj Gen (Retd.) Sharafuddin Sharaf,
Chairman, UIBC & Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group. During the meeting, Hon’ble Minister apprised regarding the policy
developments & shared that Madhya Pradesh provides a very favorable investment climate for private investors and
encouraged Sharaf Group to invest in the state.

In his meeting with Mr Bharat Bhatia, CEO, Conares, Shri Rajvardhan Dattigaon apprised regarding the investment
opportunities available in Madhya Pradesh and highlighted various incentives being offered by the state in different sectors.
He added that the State Government is endeavoring to make Madhya Pradesh as one of the best investment destinations in
India.
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UAE participation at the Indian Ocean Region Defence Ministers Meeting

i

His Excellency Mohammed bin Ahmad Al Bowardi, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of State for Defence Affairs has
participated virtually at the Indian Ocean Region Defence Ministers Meeting, chaired by Shri Rajnath Singh, Hon’ble
Minister of Defence, Gol, on 4t February 2021 in Bengaluru.

The meeting was held via video conference, under the theme, "Enhanced Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Indian
Ocean," on the sidelines of the 13t edition of Aero India 2021. It aimed at boosting India’s role as a security partner of
choice as well as securing markets for India-made defence hardware.

During the meeting, H.E. Mohammed Al Bowardi stressed the meeting’s importance in strengthening the bilateral ties
between the UAE and India, underscoring the friendship and overall strategic partnership between the two countries,
most notably in the areas of defence and the military.

His Excellency also highlighted the need for cooperation in maintaining peace, security, and prosperity in the region, as
well as the importance of Aero India 2021, which is a key international exhibition showcasing the latest technologies and
innovation in the aviation and space industries. H.E. Al Bowardi added that this year’s event taking place during
challenging times, due to the pandemic, is a key achievement in terms of addressing the crisis and its global economic
repercussions.

The meeting was attended by several senior officers and officials from the Ministry of Defence.
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Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Shri Piyush Goyal,
Hon’ble Minister of Railways, Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Gol

February 2021: H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India had met Shri Piyush Goyal, Hon’ble Minister of
Railways, Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Gol and discussed the progressive ties
between the two countries at various levels.

During the meeting, H.E. Dr. Albanna conveyed UAFE’s interest in expanding partnership with India in various new areas
of development and strengthening its friendly relationship with the country. His Excellency conveyed his thanks to Shri
Piyush Goyal for the meeting and extended an invitation for India to join the world logistics Passport global network.

For his part, Shri Piyush Goyal also expressed his country’s desire to further strengthen its ties with the UAE and offered
him all the assistance and promised to corporate in all related matters.

The meeting was also attended by Mr Ahmed Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of UAE to India.
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UAE - India Boost Civil Aviation Cooperation

February 2021: The UAE and India have explored ways to take bilateral relations to a higher level with special emphasis
on the Civil Aviation sector. This came in a meeting UAE Ambassador to India, H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna had with Shri
Hardeep Singh Puri, Hon’ble Minister for Civil Aviation, Housing and Urban Affairs, Gol, where the two sides discussed
issues relating to cooperation between the UAE and India in Civil Aviation.

During the meeting, the two dignitaries exchanged views on the Air Agreements related to the pandemic period,
suspending flights, as well as general agreements. They also discussed ways to enhance bilateral relations and review the
number of flights, as well as coordination regarding the health measures to be taken during the pandemic.

In another meeting with Mr Pradeep Singh Kharola, Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation, Government of India, H.E. Dr.
Albanna discussed ways for improving coordination in the Civil Aviation matters, Air Service agreement & future plans
for the long-term mutual cooperation and strategic relationship between the two countries after pandemic.

Dr. Albanna was accompanied by Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attach of UAE to India during both the meetings.
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Indian Pavilion at the International Defence Exhibition and Conference (IDEX)
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The 15t edition of the International Defence Exhibition and Conference (IDEX), the largest defence fair was held from
21t to 25t February 2021 at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre (ADNEC) in Abu Dhabi.

The Indian Pavilion at IDEX was inaugurated by H.E. Pavan Kapoor, Indian Ambassador to the UAE in the presence of
RADM Vipin Kumar Saxena, IN (Retd.); Mr Siddharth Mishra, Chairman and Managing Director, Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd (GRSE) and Chairman and Managing Director, Bharat Dynamics Ltd (BDL); Vice Admiral
Dinesh K Tripathi, Director General Naval Operations (DGNO); and several other dignitaries from Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and Ordnance Factory Board (OFB).

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces visited the Indian Pavilion. During the visit, he was briefed about the latest innovations of
participating Indian companies, as well as their advanced equipment, control systems, defence and military radar
technologies and related developments.

@lﬂilﬂa

BUILDING THE
FUTURE TOGETHER

UAE-INDIA BUSINESS COUNCIL (UIBC) Page-6



Inauguration of Indian Pavilion at Gulfood 2021 by Dr. Aman Puri, Consul General of India in Dubai

ww.lulugroupinternational.com
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Monthly News Wrap (February 2021)

Indian Navy Ship Pralaya participated in NAVDEX 21 and IDEX 21

Indian Naval Ship (INS) Pralaya participated in the Naval Defence Exhibition (NAVDEX 21) and
International Defence Exhibition (IDEX 21) from 20 to 25 February 2021. Deployment of INS
Pralaya in Abu Dhabi underscored deep rooted friendly ties and multi-faceted cooperation
between the UAE and India and further strengthen defence cooperation between the two
countries. Participation of INS Pralaya in NAVDEX 21 and IDEX 21 aimed at showcasing the
strengths of India’s indigenous ship building, in line with Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision of
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’.

Expo Dubai India Pavilion delegation visits UAE

Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Govt. of India’s representatives along with a team of
representatives of FICCI visited UAE from 6-8 February 2021 to oversee the progress made, interact
with Expo 2020 organisers from the UAE side, and deliberate with key stakeholders in UAE to
reaffirm their partnership in contributing to the success of the Indian pavilion at Expo 2020. H.E.
Pavan Kapoor, Indian Ambassador to the UAE accompanied by Consul General Dr. Aman Puri; Mr
Darpan Jain, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Gol and other delegation
members visited the site of Indian pavilion and conveyed their satisfaction at the progress of the
pavilion.

UAE-based Gulf Islamic Investments to launch USD 50 million India-focused fund

Gulf Islamic Investments (Gll), the UAE-based Shariah-compliant financial services major, is set to
announce the launch of its second India-focused fund - India Growth Portfolio 1l (IGP-Il). The
portfolio will encompass multi-sector investment opportunities in India and has a projected value
of about USD 50 million. The proposed fund is slated to be launched soon and will be deployed
for investments in companies across sectors in the South Asian country. Significantly, Gll will be the
first to announce a new India-centric fund after the Indian Government decision to classify foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) from the UAE as eligible for a Category-I licence.

Indian companies showcase food security solutions at Gulfood 2021

Indian food and beverage companies at the Gulfood 2021 exhibition showcased a host of solutions
that will aid the UAE in its food security initiatives. Over 150 exhibitors from India took part in the
show this year, spread across the seven sectors of the show. While participating at the event, Dr.
Aman Puri, Consul General of India in Dubai said, “India is a reliable partner in the UAE’s food
security and the UAE-India Food Corridor Project is likely to triple the food exports from India
over the next 2-3 years.”

UAE NRIs hail budget reform-driven friendly budget

Non-resident Indians in the UAE have greeted the 2021-22 budget presented on 15t February 2021
by Indian Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, as a recovery-focused and reform-driven
initiative featuring some key game-changing measures for overseas Diaspora. The removal of
double taxation for non-resident Indians on income accrued through foreign retirement benefits
accounts and allowing NRlIs to set up “one person companies” in India are two proposals that will
have immediate positive implications on overseas Diaspora.
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Monthly News Wrap (February 2021)

The UAE could emerge as the preferred destination for Indian investments

Dubai is set to emerge as the preferred destination for Indian investors to register their investment
funds, following the Government’s decision to classify foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) from the
UAE as eligible for a Category-I licence and face relatively less compliance norms. Currently, FPIs
coming from the UAE are classified as Category-ll and are subjected to stringent compliances.
India’s move to bring the UAE on a par with countries like Mauritius or Singapore could lead to
many Indian and international funds to either move their existing funds to Dubai or Abu Dhabi or
register their new funds in the Gulf country.

Why a projected jump in Indian gold imports is good news for the UAE

India’s gold import is projected to see a jump in the coming months after a 5 percent cut in import
duties which is expected to see domestic demand surge as prices fall. The UAE stands to benefit
most from the increased demand for gold, being the second largest exporter of gold to India which
is the second largest consumer of the yellow metal in the world. The UAE accounts for about 75
percent of India’s gold jewellery exports, with Dubai accounting for the bulk of it.

Dubai Health Authority (DHA) announced regarding the arrival of the first shipment of the
AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine from India at Dubai International Airport. The Dubai Health
Authority expressed its appreciation to the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation and the UAE Ministry of Health and Prevention for their efforts to curb the pandemic
and their ongoing cooperation with authorities in India to make the AstraZeneca vaccine available
in Dubai.

Dubai Aerospace leases 7 Airbus A321neo aircraft to IndiGo

Dubai Aerospace Enterprise (DAE) announced that it had signed long-term lease agreements for 7
Airbus A321neo aircraft with IndiGo, India’s largest passenger airline. All 7 aircraft will be powered
by CFM International’s Leading Edge Aviation Propulsion (LEAP) engines and are scheduled to be
delivered in 2021.

UAE's Hope Probe reaches Mars orbit

The UAE Emirates Mars Mission (EMM), the first interplanetary mission undertaken by an Arab
nation, made a major milestone for the mission as the Hope Probe reached its Mars Orbit Insertion
(MOI) on 9t February 2021 evening at 7:42 pm UAE local time, completing its 7 month journey
to Mars. The arrival to the Red Planet also marks the 50" anniversary of the UAE’s Union
formation. The UAE has officially become the first Arab country and the fifth in globally to reach
the Red Planet.

Cochin Port recieves Rs 3,000 crore investments

As part of the Maritime India Summit, held from 2 to 4 March 2021, the Cochin Port has attracted
investment to the tune of Rs 3,000 crore for upgrading infrastructure facilities and new projects
for the promotion of maritime trade. The new investments include energy projects by Indian Oil
Corporation and Bharat Petroleum and the development of a free trade warehousing zone near
the International Container Transshipment Terminal in the land handed over to DP World.
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Major Upcoming Events

05-07 April. 2021

16-19 May. 2021

23-29 May. 2021

14-16 June. 2021

21-24 June. 2021

06-08 September. 2021

07-09 September. 2021

12-15 September. 2021

15-17 September. 2021

1 October 2021 - 31
March. 2022

17-21 October. 2021

14-18 November. 2021

15-18 November. 2021

24-26 November. 2021

14-16 December. 2021

17-19 January. 2022

13-17 February. 2022
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DUPHAT
View Details

Arabian Travel Market
View Details

Abu Dhabi International Book Fair
View Details

Middle East Energy Dubai
View Details

Arab Health
View Details

Annapoorna ANUFOOD India
View Details

SIAL Middle East
View Details

The Big 5: International Building & Construction Show
View Details

Renewable Energy India Expo
View Details

Expo 2020
View Details

GITEX Technology Week
View Details

Dubai Airshow
View Details

ADIPEC
View Details

CPHI & P-MEC India

View Details

Automechanika Dubai

View Details

World Future Energy Summit

View Details

Gulfood

View Details


https://duphat.ae/about-us
https://arabiantravelmarket.wtm.com/
https://adbookfair.com/en/default.aspx
https://www.middleeastelectricity.com/en/home.html
https://www.arabhealthonline.com/en/Home.html
https://www.anufoodindia.com/
https://www.sialme.com/
https://www.thebig5.ae/
https://renewableenergyindiaexpo.com/
https://www.expo2020dubai.com/
https://www.gitex.com/
https://www.dubaiairshow.aero/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIysLX8qSd7gIVEgRgCh3_igPpEAAYASAAEgKKGvD_BwE
https://www.adipec.com/
https://www.cphi.com/india/en/home.html
https://automechanika-dubai.ae.messefrankfurt.com/dubai/en.html
https://www.worldfutureenergysummit.com/
https://www.gulfood.com/
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UIBC
ABOUT US

UAE - India Business Council (WBC) is the only Offidal Joint
Business Chamber set up by both the Governments for
promoting economic sy nergy between the UAE and Ind ia.
UBC was formally launched by His Highness Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Smt. Sushma Swarj, Hon'ble Minister of
Extemal Affairs of India during 11th Session of the India-
LIAE Joint Commission Meeting on 3rd September 2015in
Mew Del hi.

MBC aims to create an inclusive bilateral trade
environment between UAE and India by linking
businesses from both the countries, and supporting long-
term commercial partnerships for developing strategic
relationships between businesses and government
officials from both the countries.

LMBC actstowards promoting investment promotion and
business collaborations’ Ws between UAE and indian
businesses by omanizing B2B networking meetings,
policy forums and investment focused events,
delegations, and other facilities required to succeed. It
serves to provide a voice and visibility to the various
stakeholders in UAE - India economic space and work
towards promoting trade and investment, job creation,
innovation, Incluslofn, and entrepreneurship between the

UAEandindia. l

OUR MISSION y 4

To act as a catalyst engaged in
exchange of ideas intended to promote

the economic synergy between the
UAE and India.

To serve as the direct link between
business and government leaders of
both the countries

To work towards providing the critical
first "home-away-from-home' with a
network of Government, Policy Makers,
Business Leaders and Industry contacts
supported by highly skilled secretariat

Providing a woice and visibility to the
various stakeholders in UAE - India
economic space

To work towards promoting trade and
investment, job creation, innovation,
indusion, and entrepreneurship
between the UAE and India
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