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Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs of India had paid a one-day official visit to the UAE 

on 18
th
 April 2021. 

 

During his visit, Dr. Jaishankar held delegation-level talks with H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet 

Member and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation in Abu Dhabi where the two leaders discussed 

the entire gamut of bilateral relations, especially the strong focus on economic recovery post COVID-19. The two sides 

highlighted the strategic relations between the UAE and India and areas of cooperation between both the countries & 

ways to enhance cooperation, particularly in commercial and health fields. 

 

His Highness emphasised close relations of friendship and strategic cooperation between the UAE and India and 

emphasised keenness to develop and enhance bilateral cooperation in all domains, in a way that will meet aspirations 

of the two countries’ leaderships and benefit their peoples. H.H. Sheikh Abdullah reiterated that the UAE-India strategic 

partnership contributes towards creating more opportunities for growth in commercial, economic, cultural and other 

fields. 

 

In the meeting, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah and Dr. Jaishankar also deliberated upon the latest COVID-19 developments and 

praised the cooperation between the two countries to mitigate the impacts of the pandemic, and the global efforts to 

provide vaccines to all countries. 

 

The meeting was also attended by His Excellency Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh, UAE Minister of State. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit of Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs of India to the UAE 
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H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation had a telephonic conference with Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs, 

Government of India on 25
th
 April 2021. 

 

During the conversation, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah affirmed his confidence in the ability of India to overcome the 

challenging circumstances triggered by the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, reiterating UAE's full support and 

solidarity with India. His Highness underlined UAE's keenness to provide all necessary resources to support the ongoing 

efforts of the Indian Government to curb the spread of the virus and tackle this unprecedented crisis. 

 

The UAE Minister reaffirmed the robust strategic relations between the UAE and India and the Comprehensive Strategic 

Partnership between the two friendly countries. He also stated that global synergy and concerted action are crucial for 

handling the repercussions of the pandemic. His Highness expressed sincere condolences over the victims of the 

pandemic and extended well wishes for health and welfare for the people of India.  

 

Dr. S Jaishankar thanked H.H. Sheikh Abdullah for his solidarity with India at this tough time and said, “As always, 

deeply value good wishes and international cooperation.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telephonic Conference between H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and Dr. S. Jaishankar, Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs of India 
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H.E. Dr. Sultan Bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of Industry and Advanced Technology 

and MD & CEO ADNOC Group had participated virtually at the Inaugural Edition of the Hydrogen Roundtable titled 

“Hydrogen Economy- New Delhi Dialogue” on 15
th
 April 2021. The roundtable was organised jointly by The Energy 

Forum (TEF) and the Federation of Indian Petroleum Industry (FIPI), under the aegis of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 

Gas, Government of India to discuss emerging hydrogen ecosystems and exploring opportunities for collaboration, 

cooperation and coalition. 

 

The high-level roundtable conference led by Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas 

and Steel, GoI was attended and addressed by Government officials from Indian Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

and Petroleum and Natural Gas. The virtual event saw the participation of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador 

to India; Ministers; policy makers; senior officials; experts & business leaders from across the world. 

 

In his keynote address, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, apprised the participants about the significant initiatives of Indian 

Government with respect to the greater use of hydrogen in India’s energy mix and recently announced the National 

Hydrogen Mission in the India’s Union Budget 2021 for making a hydrogen roadmap for the country. The Minister said 

that energy is integral to support India’s fast-growing economy and the Government is working towards developing an 

energy sector which will be growth-centric, industry-friendly and environment-conscious. 

 

 

UAE Participation in the Hydrogen Economy – New Delhi Dialogue 2021 
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Shri Pradhan shared that the hydrogen has great potential to emerge as a future source of energy and inclusion of 

Hydrogen as an energy carrier in the future energy portfolio presents a unique opportunity to address emerging energy 

vectors, including power to gas, power to power, and power to mobility and even vehicle to grid applications. The 

Indian Minister also highlighted that India, with its steadfast efforts towards leading the energy transition, backed by 

robust political will, is committed to engage with partners for ushering-in the hydrogen economy.    

 

Speaking during the high-level ministerial session, H.E. Dr. Sultan Bin Ahmad Jaber reinforced the strong economic ties 

between the UAE and India and mentioned both countries enjoy a special relationship that is underpinned by deep-

rooted bilateral ties across multiple sectors. His Excellency highlighted that India is one of the biggest and most important 

trading partners of the UAE, particularly in the field of energy and as India’s demand for energy grows, UAE stand ready 

to help meet that demand by making the full portfolio of its products available to the Indian market. 

 

H.E. Dr. Jaber reiterated the keenness of the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) for exploring the Hydrogen 

market with India’s public and private sectors to support India’s growing demand for energy and need for cleaner fuels. 

He further said, "Working together, we are identifying viable international market opportunities and developing a 

roadmap to create a Hydrogen ecosystem to serve both the UAE and the global market. I very much look forward to 

expanding our relationship across multiple areas and I am absolutely sure that we can remove any barriers that may stand 

in our way," Dr. Al Jaber added. 
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H.E. Mr Pavan Kapoor, Indian Ambassador to the UAE visited first well in Onshore Block 1 concession in Ruwais on 

12
th
 April 2021. His Excellency was accorded a warm welcome by Mr Pankaj Singh, Chief Technical Officer, Urja Bharat 

Pte Limited and Mr Shikhar Agarwal, Chief Financial Officer, Urja Bharat Pte Limited in the presence of other site officials 

and engineers. 

During the site visit, H.E. Mr Pavan Kapoor took a keen interest to understand all the surface facilities and witnessed 

the oil flow to the surface during the production testing operations of the well. A presentation was presented to the 

Indian Ambassador, giving a brief overview of the current activities in the Block and future plans. He appreciated the 

work done by the officials and engineers and was happy to see the way the project is progressing. 

While interacting with the officers, His Excellency emphasised that the energy sector is very important for cooperation 

between the UAE and India. H.E. Mr Pavan Kapoor lauded the efforts of Urja Bharat Pte Limited for playing a very 

important role to reach this milestone and also appreciated the health & safety measures taken by UBPL site officials in 

view of the current pandemic situation & wished all the success to the project team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit of H.E. Mr Pavan Kapoor, Indian Ambassador to the UAE to first well in  

Onshore Block 1 concession in Ruwais 
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UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) in partnership with Government of Andhra Pradesh organized an industry roundtable on 

“Strengths & Opportunities in Food Processing Sector in Andhra Pradesh” on 8
th
 April 2021. The virtual roundtable was 

organised for enhancing the bilateral cooperation between the UAE and India as well as to understand and explore the 

opportunities available in the food processing sector in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

The event was attended and addressed by H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India; H.E. Mr Pavan Kapoor, 

Indian Ambassador to the UAE; Mr Zulfi Ravdjee, Advisor to Chief Minister, Government of Andhra Pradesh & Special 

representative to the Middle East & Far East Countries; Mr R. Karikal Valaven, Special Chief Secretary to Government, 

Infrastructure, Investment, Industries & Commerce, Government of Andhra Pradesh; Mr JVN Subramanyam, Commissioner - 

Industries, Commerce & Export Promotion, Government of Andhra Pradesh & CEO, Andhra Pradesh Economic Development 

Board (APEDB); and Maj Gen (Retd.) Sharafuddin Sharaf, Chairman, UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) and Vice Chairman, 

Sharaf Group who shared their perspectives on the subject. The webinar also witnessed the participation of over 150 eminent 

leaders from agro, food processing and allied industries from the UAE and India.  

 

In his address at the roundtable, H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna reiterated the strategic ties between the UAE and India with trade 

and investment being the cornerstones of their bilateral strategic partnership. He highlighted the unique partnership between 

two countries in food security, adding that the two countries look at each other as reliable partner. His Excellency mentioned 

that despite of many challenges caused by the pandemic the Indian aviation and cargo has emerged as a resilient sector and 

sustainable practice across the entire supply chain and advanced agricultural technologies have become indispensable for 

achieving global food security. 

 

Dr. Albanna appreciated the joint initiative undertaken by both countries to develop UAE-India food corridor in tune with 

the UAE National Strategy for food security which is projected to draw investments of up to USD 7 billion. Dr. Albanna 

shared that the UAE and AP could form potential partnership in innovation, technology driven areas such as agri technologies, 

vertical farming, supply chain management and many others. His Excellency congratulated the Govt. of AP and UAE-India 

Business Council for successfully organizing the unique virtual interaction at the most opportune time to address and deliberate 

on one of the most important sector for any economy. 

 

During the interactive session, H.E. Mr Pavan Kapoor reiterated about India’s multifaceted relation with the UAE, having 

deep engagements in trade and investment, tourism, food security, culture, science & technology, defence, space etc. His 

Excellency shared that during the pandemic, both food security and healthcare have emerged as an important sector of 

growth and India has been a trusted partner for the UAE in terms of meeting its food requirements & that the focus is to 

continue enhancing the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership even while exploring new areas of cooperation. H.E. Mr Kapoor 

also highlighted the comprehensive set of advantages offered by Andhra Pradesh for food processing companies looking to 

establish their footprint in India. 

UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) Activities 

Industry Roundtable on “Strengths & Opportunities in Food Processing Sector in Andhra Pradesh”  
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In his keynote address, Mr Zulfi Ravdjee applauded the efforts of H.E. Mariam bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb Almheiri, UAE 

Cabinet Member and Minister of State for Food and Water security for her visionary leadership in the areas of sustainable 

and innovative farming and driving UAE to be a thoughtful leader in global food security index. Mr Zulfi appreciated the 

recent announcement regarding upcoming investments of about USD 7 billion as part of UAE’s food security plan in India 

and highlighted the unique opportunities offered by Andhra Pradesh along with supportive policy environment. Mr Zulfi 

assured highest level of support from the Government of AP and urged UAE companies to explore the investment 

opportunities in Andhra Pradesh as the state holds huge potential for agri and food processing which can be explored 

immensely. 

 

In his address, Mr R. Karikal Valaven reiterated the close and strategic relationship that exists between both the nations and 

highlighted the substantial role of Andhra Pradesh in this strategic relationship. He talked about Andhra Pradesh’s 

infrastructure ecosystem which has been developed over the years for the industries to flourish. While presenting the 

presentation, Mr Valaven gave an overview about the industrial landscape and industrial policy of AP and apprised that the 

state is one of the leading investment destinations in India and has been consistently ranked no. 1 in ease of doing business 

according to World Bank Index from the past 3 years.  

 

He also shared details regarding the upcoming start-up policy focused towards  industrial growth that will provide innovation, 

incubation and financing support by the Government. Andhra Pradesh has become a global hub for entrepreneurship and 

investment, thanks to the significant efforts made by the Government to create a world class, business-friendly environment, 

enabling the state to vie with the best, he added. He further invited UAE investors to explore possibilities of investing in AP. 

 

In his address, Mr JVN Subramanyam drew attention of the participants towards opportunities in the food processing 

ecosystem in Andhra Pradesh. He shared that the state is called food bowl of India and is number 1 in many agri and agri 

related sectors. Mr Subramanyam expressed keenness of AP for becoming food security partner of the UAE and how it can 

play a important role in this partnership. He emphasized that there exist huge opportunities for the UAE to invest in the state 

with presence of huge food processing infrastructure, cold storages, pack houses etc. Mr Subramanyam also provided 

information on the export potential and opportunities, food parks, food processing sector ecosystem in Andhra Pradesh and 

also regarding UAE-AP collaboration on Exports.  

 

In his remarks, Maj Gen (Retd.) Sharafuddin Sharaf shared his perspective on the UAE-India economic relations and reiterated 

that the bilateral strategic partnership between both countries has been manifested through regular exchange between the 

leadership and officials on both sides. Maj Sharaf highlighted the new areas of collaboration between the two nations and 

mentioned that the two countries are on the path to significantly reinforce two-way investments in major infrastructure 

projects through multiple channels.  

 

He further mentioned that there is a vast untapped potential and huge appetite to invest in India, which remains unexplored 

and urged the participants to take advantage of the lucrative opportunity to unlock the immense potential of the food 

processing domain in Andhra Pradesh. He also highlighted the role of UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) in strengthening the 

bilateral partnership between the two countries by creating an inclusive bilateral trade environment between the UAE and 

India. 
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Monthly News Wrap (April 2021) 

 

UAE, India and Israel business potential pegged to hit USD 110 billion by 2030 

 

Strategic partnerships between the UAE, India and Israel are poised to reach USD 110 billion by 2030, 

backed by innovation and visionary leadership, according to top diplomats and members of the business 

community. In his remarks at an event hosted by IFIICC, H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador 

to India said, “UAE and India bilateral trade is projected to grow from USD 60 billion in 2020 to USD 

100 billion by 2030. The UAE is a gateway to the world and this trilateral trade with India and Israel 

could benefit the world.” 

DLD, Indian Consulate explore opportunities to strengthen investment relations 

 

Dubai Land Department (DLD) and the Indian Consulate in Dubai discussed means to strengthen 

relations with the Indian investor community and the possibility of opening new areas of partnership, 

in addition to identifying the most important elements of quality of life that the elite Indian investor is 

looking for and best practices in the real estate market. This was discussed during a meeting held 

between Mr Sultan Butti bin Mejren, Director-General at DLD and Dr. Aman Puri, Consul General of 

India in Dubai in the presence of several officials from the Real Estate Promotion and Investment 

Management Sector at the DLD. 

UAE-India boost Healthcare Cooperation 

 

The UAE and India are committed to work together in dealing with the pandemic, as part of their 

efforts towards deepening cooperation in healthcare sector. This came during a meeting held virtually 

between the technical experts in Health from the UAE and India on 19
th
 April 2021. The key points of 

discussion at the meeting focused on coordination between the two countries regarding the health 

measures to be taken during the pandemic and ways of cooperating in the Fight against COVID19. 

Medical supplies from the UAE arrived in India grappling to fight COVID-19 pandemic 

 

A planeload of medical supplies from the UAE to help fight India’s surge in COVID-19 cases arrived in 

India. The supplies included 157 ventilators, 480 Bilevel Positive Airway Pressure (BiPAP) machines used 

to ease breathing difficulties, and a variety of other equipment used to treat COVID-19. India’s External 

Affairs Minister, Dr. S Jaishankar thanked H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet 

Member and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation for his solidarity with India at 

this difficult time. 

UAE steelmaker sends 500 oxygen cylinders to India 

 

Conares, a steel manufacturer in Dubai came forward to support India by supplying 500 oxygen 

cylinders of 50 litres to help India tackle the shortage of life-saving gas amid its devastating Covid-19 

wave.  Additionally, the company have also placed an order for 500 homecare oxygen concentrators 

that can generate five litres of oxygen, scheduled to reach India in a month’s time.  

India lauds Gulf assistance in fighting COVID-19 

 

India has received a lot of assistance and also commitments of assistance from the Gulf countries in the 

fight against coronavirus in the country, India’s foreign secretary Mr Harsh Vardhan Shringla said at a 

special media briefing. Giving an account of India’s international cooperation on containing the 

pandemic, Mr Shringla mentioned about the help received from the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and 

other Gulf countries and specifically acknowledged "a special cargo flight from the UAE with ventilators 

and Favipiravir medicines." 

https://www.ibef.org/news/india-uae-and-israels-trilateral-trade-could-reach-us-110-billion-by-2030-top-diplomats
https://www.wam.ae/en/details/1395302927814
https://twitter.com/IndembAbuDhabi/status/1384136604545994755
https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/coronavirus-medical-supplies-from-uae-arrive-in-india-1.1213974
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/coronavirus-pandemic/india-covid-crisis-uae-steelmaker-sends-500-oxygen-cylinders
https://www.wam.ae/en/details/1395302931493
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Monthly News Wrap (April 2021) 

 

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince honours Indian business tycoon Mr Yusuff Ali MA with top civilian award 

 

Indian-origin businessman and Chairman of retail group LuLu, Mr Yusuff Ali MA was honored with Abu 

Dhabi's top civilian award. H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 

and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces presented the prestigious Abu Dhabi award 

to him for his outstanding contribution to Abu Dhabi's business, industry and support to various 

philanthropic initiatives. 

Sharjah's SAIF Zone signs deal with India's Forpack Industries 

 

The Sharjah Airport International Free Zone (SAIF Zone) has further enhanced and secured its position 

as a prominent hub for global investors after signing an investment deal with the Indian Forpack 

Industries, a leading manufacturer of recycled Kraft Board & Coreboard Paper. Under the terms of the 

deal, Forpack Industries is set to establish its first headquarters in the UAE by leasing four warehouses at 

SAIF Zone’s U2 area across a total area of 25.833 sq feet. The deal with the Indian company is another 

testament to SAIF Zone's growing position among the region's most competitive free zones in terms of 

attracting direct foreign investments and providing all the means of success to businesses wishing to 

expand into regional and global markets. 

UAE based company sets up advanced multi-organ transplant hub in India 

 

People from the UAE in need of organ transplant will now be able to avail the facilities of Meitra 

Hospital in Calicut, which has entered into a partnership with MGM Health Care India to set up a 

regional hub for advanced multi-organ transplant. Mr Faizal E Kottikollon, Chairman, Meitra Hospital 

and Dr. KR Balakrishnan, Director - Institute of Heart & Lung Transplant & Mechanical Circulatory 

Support at MGM Healthcare and Dr. Thiagarajan Srinivasan, Director - Institute of Liver Diseases, 

Transplant & HPB Surgery at MGM Healthcare signed the MoU.  

Aster's 'Dil Se' scheme offers annual health packages for expats' families in India 

 

The UAE-based company Aster DM Healthcare has launched a new initiative ‘Dil Se’ (from heart) to 

help Indian expatriates ensure medical care for their families especially elderly parents. Aster Dil Se 

project is another step forward in Aster DM Healthcare’s Digital Health Strategy which aims to create a 

connected circle of care. The initiative will ensure convenient and anytime access to quality healthcare 

services for patients and their families, breaking beyond geographical boundaries. 

UAE healthcare group to set up Covid-19 field hospital in India 

 

Aster Volunteers, the CSR arm of the UAE-based Aster DM Healthcare signed a partnership to set up a 

50-bed Covid-19 field hospital in New Delhi. The partnership with Al Shifa Multispecialty Hospital will 

support patients who are financially disadvantaged and in need of critical care. As a part of the 

agreement, Aster would support the development of the medical facility and ensure that the necessary 

infrastructure is in place. AlShifa Multispecialty Hospital would be responsible for operating the hospital. 

UAE to host Asian Boxing Championship in solidarity with India 

 

The UAE Boxing Federation, in coordination with the Indian Boxing Federation and the International 

Boxing Association (AIBA), will host the Asian Boxing Championship on 21
st
 May 2021 in Dubai. The 

championship was set to be held in New Delhi, on the same date, but the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

situation in India prevented the event from taking place. The event will be renamed the ‘Asian Boxing 

Championship, New Delhi-Dubai, in light of UAE’s keenness to support India. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/nri/middle-east-news/abu-dhabi-crown-prince-honours-indian-business-tycoon-yusuffali-with-top-civilian-award/articleshow/82015145.cms
http://tradearabia.com/news/IND_381836.html
https://www.healthcareradius.in/management/28691-meitra-hospital-collaborates-with-mgm-healthcare-for-their-multi-organ-transplant-programme
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/news/uae-health/asters-dil-se-scheme-offers-annual-health-packages-for-expats-families-in-india
https://gulfnews.com/uae/health/aster-volunteers-partners-with-al-shifa-hospital-to-set-up-50-bed-field-hospital-in-new-delhi-1.78849490?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.wam.ae/en/details/1395302930299
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Major Upcoming Events 

17 May – 09 June. 2021 
Middle East Energy Dubai 
View Details 

23-29 May. 2021 
Abu Dhabi International Book Fair 
View Details 

21-24 June. 2021 
Arab Health 
View Details 

06-08 September. 2021 
Annapoorna ANUFOOD India 
View Details 

07-09 September. 2021 
SIAL Middle East 
View Details 

 

12-15 September. 2021 
The Big 5: International Building & Construction Show 
View Details 

15-17 September. 2021 
Renewable Energy India Expo 
View Details 

1 October 2021 - 31  

March. 2022 
Expo 2020 
View Details 

17-21 October. 2021 
GITEX Technology Week 
View Details 

10-11 November. 2021 
Middle East Investment Summit 
View Details 

14-18 November. 2021 
Dubai Airshow 
View Details 

15-18 November. 2021 
ADIPEC 
View Details 

 

24-26 November. 2021 
CPHI & P-MEC India 
View Details 

14-16 December. 2021 
Automechanika Dubai 
View Details 

17-19 January. 2022 
World Future Energy Summit 
View Details 

19-21 January. 2022 
SATTE 
View Details 

13-17 February. 2022 
Gulfood 
View Details 

https://www.middleeastelectricity.com/en/home.html
https://adbookfair.com/ar/adibf
https://www.arabhealthonline.com/en/Home.html
https://www.anufoodindia.com/
https://www.sialme.com/
https://www.thebig5.ae/
https://renewableenergyindiaexpo.com/
https://www.expo2020dubai.com/
https://www.gitex.com/
https://www.terrapinn.com/conference/middle-east-investment-summit/index.stm
https://www.dubaiairshow.aero/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIysLX8qSd7gIVEgRgCh3_igPpEAAYASAAEgKKGvD_BwE
https://www.adipec.com/
https://www.cphi.com/india/en/home.html
https://automechanika-dubai.ae.messefrankfurt.com/dubai/en.html
https://www.worldfutureenergysummit.com/
https://satte.in/
https://www.gulfood.com/
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