
 

 

Monthly Digest of UAE - India Business Council (UIBC)  

April 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

www.uibc.org 

 

http://www.uibc.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/uae---india-business-council?trk=top_nav_home
https://twitter.com/UIBCIndia
https://www.facebook.com/UAEIndiaBusinessCouncil/


  

UAE-INDIA BUSINESS COUNCIL (UIBC) Page-1 

 

A high-level delegation from the UAE, visited India to attend the 16
th
 biennial International Energy Forum Ministerial Meeting 

(IEF16), hosted by India on 10-12 April 2018 in New Delhi. The meeting was held under the theme “The Future of Global 

Energy Security - Transition, Technology, Trade and Investment”.  

IEF16 is the largest gathering of Energy Ministers from across the globe, industry leaders and heads of key international 

organizations who engage in a dialogue on global energy issues. The International Energy Forum (IEF) aims to foster greater 

mutual understanding and awareness of common energy interests among its members. 

On behalf of the IEF16 host country, Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India inaugurated IEF16 Ministerial 

meeting. Prime Minister Modi shared his energy vision comprising of 4 pillars – energy access, energy efficiency, energy 

sustainability and energy security. He called for a mutually supportive relationship between producers and consumers if the 

world has to grow as a whole. He called for optimal use of the neutral platform of the IEF to build a global consensus on 

‘responsible pricing’, that serves the mutual interests of both producers and consumers.  

Energy Ministers from 42 countries attended the biennial IEF Ministerial Meeting held in Delhi. Apart from 72 IEF member 

countries, 20 others countries with whom India has oil and gas engagements were also invited to attend the meeting. The 

participating delegates acknowledged that as energy markets are governed by complexity, enhanced dialogue on probable 

energy pathways will improve market transparency and achieving shared goals together. 

His Excellency Suhail Bin Mohammed Faraj Faris Al Mazrouei, Cabinet Member and UAE Minister of Energy and Industry led 

the UAE delegation at the Energy Forum in New Delhi. He was accompanied by H.E. Ahmed Al Kaabi, Assistant Undersecretary 

- Oil, Gas and Mineral Resources, UAE Ministry of Energy and Industry; H.E. Fatima Al Foora Al Shamsi, Assistant 

Undersecretary - Electricity and Future Energy, UAE Ministry of Energy and Industry; and Mr Talal Al Fliti, Director, Office of 

His Excellency; and Eng. Hind Al Mutawa, Director - Productivity Management, UAE Ministry of Energy and Industry. 

The UAE Minister of Energy and Industry spoke in two sessions: "The Importance of Stability of Oil and Gas Markets in Global 

Markets", and "Financial Regulations and Legal Reforms to Attract Investment in the Energy Sector". On the sidelines of the 

forum, His Excellency met with the Ministers of Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Ecuador, Egypt, Japan, Russia, India, Sudan, IEF 

Secretary-General, OPEC Secretary General and a number of other countries to discuss cooperation and strengthen strategic 

relations between the UAE and friendly countries in the energy field. 

Visit of H.E. Suhail Bin Mohammed Faraj Faris Al Mazrouei, Cabinet Member and  

UAE Minister of Energy and Industry to India 
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His Excellency Sheikh Fahim bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Executive Chairman - Government Relations Department and Chairman - 

Higher Committee for Digital Transformation in Sharjah visited India to participate in Kerala's Global Digital Summit ‘Huddle 

Kerala’ as the Guest of Honour. His Excellency was accompanied by Mr Hussain Al Mahmoudi, CEO, Sharjah Research, 

Technology and Innovation Park (SRTIP). 

 

The two-day conference, hosted by the Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM) in association with Internet and Mobile Association of 

India (IAMAI) and IAMAI Startup Foundation, was inaugurated by Shri Pinarayi Vijayan, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Kerala.  
 

A large number of startups, investors, academicians and industry leaders attended the event, with a focus on the emerging 

sectors like blockchain, cryptocurrency, internet of things, gaming and e-sports, cyber security, digital entertainment, 

augmented reality, virtual reality, e-governance and mobile governance. Mr Paul Antony, Chief Secretary of Kerala; Mr M. 

Sivasankar, IT Secretary of Kerala; Mr Shrikant Sinha, CEO, NASSCOM, etc. were present at the event. 

 

In his address at the conference, H.E. Sheikh Fahim bin Sultan Al Qasimi lauded the educational progress of Kerala in building 

up a strong ‘startup ecosystem’. He highlighted his Department's objective to reinforce its cooperation with various 

international institutions and authorities. It also seeks to exchange knowledge and expertise and standardize international 

means of communication, based on the approach and values of Sharjah, led by H.H. Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al-

Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah to India, he added. He said that the UAE and India have good relations 

with the need for digital development and communication. The educated and technically-educated community of Kerala is 

helping the environment for the development of information technology, he said. 

 

During the conference, His Excellency met with the representatives of the United Nations Office of Communication and 

Information technology and discussed ways of promoting their cooperation in technological innovation and establishing the 

UN Technological Innovation Lab in Sharjah. He briefed Shri Pinarayi Vijayan and other senior Indian officials about Sharjah’s 

Digital Transformation Programme, which aims to transform all its services to smart services, in line with the UAE’s regional 

and international role in providing e-services. 

 

He also highlighted the importance of cooperating and establishing long-term partnerships with Kerala, which has a prominent 

intellectual, commercial, industrial and scientific stature. The Indian side underlined the importance of reinforcing their 

cooperation and exchanging knowledge with Sharjah while praising the emirate’s overall efforts and achievements. 

Visit of H.E. Sheikh Fahim bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Executive Chairman - Government Relations Department 

and Chairman - Higher Committee for Digital Transformation in Sharjah to India 
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Mr Matar Al Dhaheri, Under-Secretary, UAE Ministry of Defence, visited India to attend the opening ceremony of 

Defence Expo 2018, India's largest biennial land, naval and internal homeland security systems exhibition held in Chennai. 

The UAE official toured the exhibition and gained knowledge about the latest naval, air and land systems. 

 

On the sidelines of Defence Expo 2018, Mr Matar Al Dhaheri met Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Hon’ble Minister of 

Defence, Government of India to discuss bilateral defence relations and a variety of issues of mutual interest. 

 

His Excellency Nasser Bin Thani Juma Al Hamli, Cabinet Member and UAE Minister of Human Resources and Emiratisation 

had a courtesy meeting with Dr. K.P. Krishnan, Secretary, Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, Government 

of India. 

 

 

 

Visit of Mr Matar Al Dhaheri, Under-Secretary, UAE Ministry of Defence to India 

Meeting of H.E. Nasser Bin Thani Juma Al Hamli, Cabinet Member and UAE Minister of Human Resources 

and Emiratisation with Dr. K.P. Krishnan, Secretary, Indian Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship 
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Interactive Session with the UAE Ambassador, Hotel Grand Hyatt, Kochi  
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Interactive Session of UP Government Delegation with Abu Dhabi Chamber  

Interaction of UP Government Delegation with the UAE Investors 
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Uttar Pradesh Investment Seminar at Annual Investment Meeting (AIM), Dubai 
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Uttarakhand Investment Seminar at Annual Investment Meeting (AIM), Dubai 
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Tamil Nadu Investment Seminar at Annual Investment Meeting (AIM), Dubai 

Kerala Investment Seminar at Annual Investment Meeting (AIM), Dubai 
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Inauguration of India’s Largest Convention Centre in Kochi 
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Monthly News Wrap (April 2018) 

 

DP World keen to set up logistics hub at JNPT SEZ  India signs MoU with World EXPO 2020 Dubai 

 

DP World, one of the leading global 

operators of marine and inland 

terminals, is interested in setting up a 

logistics hub and also managing the 

Free Trade Zone in Mumbai’s 

Jawaharlal Nehru Port Terminal 

(JNPT). Read More 

 

 

India and World Expo 2020 recently 

signed a participant’s contract for 

India’s participation in Expo 2020. 

The contract provides for setting up 

of India pavilion at Expo 2020 on an 

extra-large plot in the ‘Opportunity’ 

segment. Read More 

UAE adopts Artificial Intelligence in Infrastructure sector 

 Aster DM Healthcare to construct Rs 400 crore hospital in 

Chennai 

 

The UAE Ministry of Infrastructure 

Development is keen to adopt latest 

technologies of Infrastructure 

development, as per the highest 

standards while updating its roads 

construction standards. Read More 

 

 

A mega healthcare facility is being 

planned in Chennai, with Aster DM 

Healthcare, a leading healthcare 

service provider in India and in GCC, 

planning to set up a new multi-

specialty hospital in Chennai. Read 

More 

First FDI e-platform launched to boost UAE economy  UAE startups: Heart of the MENA region in Investment 

 

A new digital platform to facilitate 

the flow of FDI into the UAE, was 

launched at the inaugural session of 

the Annual Investment Meeting 

(AIM), held at the Dubai World 

Trade Centre. Read More 

 

 

The growing and dynamic UAE's 

startups industry has now reached 

levels where investors are exploring 

vertical in select sectors attractive for 

investment, to make way for 

innovation and growth in the 

country. Read More 

UAE Government launches Blockchain Strategy 2021  Sharjah registers 100% surge in FDI flow in 2017 

 

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Vice President and 

Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler 

of Dubai, has launched the UAE 

Blockchain Strategy 2021, as part of 

plans to become a world leader in 

adopting technology. Read More 

 

 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) flow 

into Sharjah more than doubled in 

2017 to AED 5.97 billion leading to 

a major jump in job creation, the 

Investment Promotion arm of the 

Sharjah Government said. Read 

More 

JAFZA’s trade with India reaches over USD 3.4 billion in 

2017 

 Aries Group plans USD 10 billion investment in India and 

UAE 

 

Trade between Jebel Ali Freezone 

(JAFZA) and India reached over USD 

3.4 billion in 2017. Latest figures 

from JAFZA show that over 788 

Indian companies are trading from 

the freezone serving key markets in 

the region. Read More 

 

 

The UAE-based Aries Group's 

Indywood Consortium has initiated 

USD 10 billion investment in India 

and Middle East as part of Vision 

2020, said Mr Sohan Roy, Aries 

Group Chairman and CEO. Read 

More 

Kerala pitches adventure activities at Gulf tourists  India sees surge in medical tourists from GCC 

 

Kerala, which has become one of the 

fastest growing tourist destinations in 

India, is getting itself re-branded as 

the 'Land of Adventure' as the south 

Indian state recorded a surge in 

tourist arrivals from the Gulf. Read 

More 

 

 

The Gulf and the Middle East region 

is an important market for India's 

tourism with the past three years 

recording a surge in the number of 

tourist arrivals from the region, 

officials of the India's Ministry of 

Tourism said. Read More 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/dp-world-keen-to-set-up-logistics-hub-at-jnpt-sez-chairman/articleshow/63719141.cms
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=178566
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302680168
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/healthcare/aster-dm-healthcare-to-construct-rs-400-crore-hospital-in-chennai/articleshow/63718148.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/healthcare/aster-dm-healthcare-to-construct-rs-400-crore-hospital-in-chennai/articleshow/63718148.cms
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/economy/fdi-e-platform-to-boost-uae-economy
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/technology/uae-startups-lead-mena-region-in-investment
https://gulfnews.com/business/sectors/technology/mohammad-bin-rashid-launches-the-emirates-blockchain-strategy-2021-1.2204107
http://www.arabianbusiness.com/banking-finance/393920-foreign-investment-in-sharjah-doubles-to-16bn-in-2017
http://www.arabianbusiness.com/banking-finance/393920-foreign-investment-in-sharjah-doubles-to-16bn-in-2017
http://jafza.ae/news/jafzas-trade-with-india-reaches-over-usd-3-4-billion-in-2017/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/media/entertainment/aries-group-plans-10-billion-investment-in-india-and-uae/articleshow/63881986.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/media/entertainment/aries-group-plans-10-billion-investment-in-india-and-uae/articleshow/63881986.cms
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/global/kerala-pitches-adventure-activities-at-gulf-tourists
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/global/kerala-pitches-adventure-activities-at-gulf-tourists
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/local/india-sees-surge-in-medical-tourists-from-gcc-
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Monthly News Wrap (April 2018) 

 

UAE free zone exports exceed USD 61 billion in 2017  Sun shines bright on Dubai tourism 

 

Exports by companies registered with 

the UAE's free zones amounted to 

AED 225.5 billion (USD 61.39 

billion) in 2017, a growth of 6.6% 

from the previous year, according to 

the UAE Central Bank. Read More 

 

 

The Tourism industry in Dubai 

continued to enjoy decent growth in 

the first quarter of 2018, with 

increased tourist inflow from key 

markets India, Russia, China, 

Germany, France and Italy. Read 

More 

Non-oil sectors to drive UAE growth in 2018 

 Hyperloop Transportation Technologies moves forward 

with first commercial Hyperloop system in UAE 

 

The UAE's high-performing non-oil 

sectors are expected to drum up 

growth with the country's private 

consumption likely to remain among 

the main drivers of growth in 2018, 

said a global credit insurer. Read 

More 

 

 

HyperloopTT and Aldar Properties 

recently signed an agreement for 

establishing the world's first 

commercial Hyperloop system, 

connecting areas between Abu Dhabi 

and Dubai. Read More 

Indian Govt to use AI, Blockchain technology for seamless 

cargo movement 

 Indian Govt. announces creation of a dedicated Defence & 

Aerospace SME fund 

 

Indian Govt is considering the use of 

Blockchain, AI and robotics to make 

cross-border cargo movement 

completely free from human 

intervention by the end of next year, 

in-line with its agenda of creating a 

Digital India. Read More 

 

 

With an aim to channelize 

investments and help the small and 

medium industries, Indian Ministry 

of Defence announced creation of a 

dedicated Defence and Aerospace 

SME fund, registered with SEBI 

where minority stake could be taken 

by investors. Read More 

World's largest Solar park to come up in Gujrat  Defence manufacturing cluster coming up in Nagpur 

 

The Indian state of Gujarat recently 

approved setting up a 5000 MW 

capacity solar park at the Dholera 

Special Investment Region (SIR), 

which would be the largest such 

entity in the world after its 

completion. Read More 

 

 

An integrated defence manufacturing 

cluster spread over 20 acres is being 

created at Multi-modal International 

Hub Airport (MIHAN), Nagpur, 

with an investment of about Rs 235 

crore. The cluster will provide 

manpower training and land to SME 

units. Read More 

India’s Gems and Jewellery council sets USD 100 billion 

target by 2025 

 

Sagarmala project to bring down Logistics cost 

 

The All India Gems & Jewellery 

Domestic Council revealed it has set 

a target of USD 100 billion by 2025 

for the domestic Gems and Jewellery 

sector. At present, the domestic gems 

and jewellery sector is estimated at 

USD 75 billion. Read More 

 

 

Logistics costs would drastically 

come down and make the industry 

competitive, once the ongoing 

Sagarmala project, launched in 2015, 

becomes operational. The project in-

charge and Joint Secretary - Union 

Ministry of Shipping, Mr Kailash 

Kumar Aggarwal said. Read More 

http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302680160
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/local/sun-shines-bright-on-dubai-tourism
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/local/sun-shines-bright-on-dubai-tourism
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/economy/non-oil-sectors-to-drive-uae-growth
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/economy/non-oil-sectors-to-drive-uae-growth
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/news/transport/hyperloop-transportation-technologies-moves-forward-with-first-commercial-hyperloop-system-in-uae-dubai---
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-to-use-ai-blockchain-technology-for-seamless-cargo-movement-118040100452_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/govt-announces-creation-of-a-dedicated-defence-aerospace-sme-fund-118041600319_1.html
http://www.ptinews.com/news/9636172__World-s-largest-solar-park-to-come-up-in-Guj--CM$storyes
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/235-cr-defence-manufacturing-cluster-coming-up-in-nagpur/article23436775.ece
http://www.ptinews.com/news/9623180__Gems-and-jewellery-council-sets--100-bn-target-by-2025$storyes
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/logistics/sagarmala-project-will-reduce-logistics-lost-drastically/article23431738.ece


 


