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 Meeting of H.E. Dr Rashid Ahmed bin Fahad with Indian Prime Minister during Vibrant 

Gujarat Summit (January 2017) 
 

His Excellency Dr Rashid Ahmed Bin Fahad, UAE Minister of State 
has led a high-level delegation from the UAE to India for 
participating in the 8th edition of Vibrant Gujarat Summit in 
Gandhinagar. The UAE delegation comprised of senior officials 
including H.E. Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Saleh, Under-Secretary of 
the Ministry of Economy for Foreign Trade and Industry; H.E. Dr. 
Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India, H.E. Jamal Saif Al 
Jarwan, Secretary General, UAE International Investors Council, 
etc.  
 

H.E. Dr Rashid discussed ways to enhance economic ties, expand areas of cooperation and raise bilateral 
trade and investments with Indian Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, during a meeting held on the sidelines 
of the event. The meeting addressed ways to enhance and strengthen economic and investment partnerships 
in areas of common interest, most notably infrastructure, energy, and tourism. 

 UAE - India Strategic Dialogue (January 2017) 
 

Pursuant to the decision to elevate their relations to a Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership during the exchange of the visits at the highest level 
between India and United Arab Emirates in August 2015 and February 
2016, the two sides held the first meeting of Strategic Dialogue between 
the two Foreign Offices on 20 January 2017 in New Delhi. The meeting was 
co-chaired by Shri M.J. Akbar, MoS for External Affairs and Dr. Anwar 
Gargash, MoS in Ministry of Foreign Affairs of UAE.  
 

During the meeting, the two sides discussed a number of issues ranging from cooperation in the areas of 
trade & investments to expanding the bilateral cooperation to new areas under the strategic partnership, 
inter alia in the areas of energy security & renewable energy, defence & security, electronics & information 
technology and space.  

 
 State visit of Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi to India as the Chief Guest for the Republic 

Day 2017  

 

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces of United Arab Emirates has visited India as the 
Chief Guest for the India's 68th Republic Day celebrations. This 
was the second successive State Visit by Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mohammed Bin Zayed to India since February 2016. He was 
accompanied by a high-level delegation, including senior 
Ministers, senior officials and business leaders. 
 

This visit afforded a timely opportunity to both Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to further build upon their close and regular consultations which began in August 
2015. The two leaders reaffirmed their deep commitment to building a comprehensive strategic partnership, 
as agreed upon during the landmark visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the UAE in August 2015 and 
reiterated during the last visit of Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed to India in February 2016. In 
this context, they welcomed the signing of the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Agreement. 
 



In order to develop a medium and long term strategy for increasing bilateral trade by 60 percent over the 
next five years, as agreed during Prime Minister Modi's visit to the UAE in August 2015, the two sides decided 
to conduct required studies focusing on identification of potential sectors and the impeding tariff and non-
tariff barriers, exploring opportunities in services sector and formulating a sector-specific strategy to boost 
two way trade and investments.  
 

List of Agreements/ MOUs exchanged during the State visit of Crown Prince:  
 

1. Agreement on Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the Republic of India and the UAE 

2. MoU on technical development and cooperation in cyber space between National Security Council 

Secretariat and National Electronic Security Authority 

3. MoU between the Ministry of Defence of the Government of the Republic of India and the Ministry of 

Defence of the Government of UAE on cooperation in the field of Defence Industry 

4. MoU between the Government of the Republic of India and the Government of the UAE on Institutional 

Cooperation on Maritime Transport 

5. MoU between the Directorate General of Shipping, Republic of India and the Federal Transport 

Authority- Land and Maritime in the UAE on Mutual Recognition of Certificates of Competency as per the 

provisions of the Standards of Training, Certification and Watch-keeping Convention (STCW78) and 

amendments thereof 

6. MoU between the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways of the Republic of India and the Federal 

Transport Authority, Land and Maritime of the UAE on Bilateral Cooperation in the Road Transport and 

Highways Sector 

7. MoU between the Government of the Republic of India and the Government of UAE on cooperation in 

prevention and combating of human trafficking 

8. MoU for the cooperation in the field of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) and innovation between 

the Ministry of Economy of United Arab Emirates and Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

(MoSMSME) of the Republic of India 

9. MoU between the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare of the Republic of India and the Ministry 

of Climate Change & Environment of UAE in agriculture and Allied sectors 

10. MoU between the Government of the Republic of India and the Government of UAE on mutual 

exemption of entry visa requirements to the holders of Diplomatic, special and Official Passports 

11. MoU between Prasar Bharati, India and Emirates News Agency (WAM), UAE for cooperation in 

programme exchange 

12. MoU between the Ministry of Commerce and Industry of the Republic of India and the Ministry of 

Economy of United Arab Emirates on trade remedial measures to promote cooperation in areas of 

mutual interest 

13. Agreement on Oil Storage And Management between Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited and 

Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 

14. MoU between National Productivity Council and Al Etihad Energy Services Co. LLC 

 

 Visit of Railway Minister Mr. Suresh Prabhu to UAE (March 2017) 
 

Mr Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister of Railways, Government of India 
visited UAE from 5-7 March 2017. The visit was to follow up on the 
decision taken by the Leaders during the historic State Visit of H.H Sheikh 
Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces in January 2017. 
 

During the visit, Railway Minister had number of meetings with the UAE 
Ministers and senior Government officials with special focus on inviting 
UAE investments into infrastructure sector including priority areas like 
railways, roads, power, ports, shipping and logistics.  
 



Glimpses of UIBC Initiatives / Activities (Jan - Mar 2017) 
 

 UAE Pavilion at Vibrant Gujarat Summit 

 

 

 

 

 UAE Country Seminar at Vibrant Gujarat Summit 

 



 
 

 Business Roundtable with UAE CEOs during the Visit of HH Crown Prince 

 
 Interactive Session with Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO)  

 

 



UAE - India related select news (Jan - Mar 2017) 

 
UAE approves ‘Visa on Arrival’ for Indians with US Visa, Green Card 
 

The UAE cabinet has approved granting of on arrival visas to Indian citizens who hold US green card or visa issued by 
the US shall be granted entry visas to the UAE for a period of 14 days which may be extended for a similar period 

provided the visa to the US or the green card issued and the passport are valid not less than six months. Read More 

India to issue Emiratis, Expats Five Year Business Visas 
 

Citizens and residents of the UAE will, starting April-1, be “issued as routine” five-year multiple-entry business visas to 

India by Indian missions in the UAE, India’s ambassador to the UAE announced. Read More 

UAE eyes world's best country crown by 2071 

The 'UAE Centennial 2071' is a comprehensive government plan that encompasses a national strategy to strengthen the 
country's reputation and soft power; ensure that government revenue is diversified, relying less on oil; introduce 
education programmes focused on advanced IT and engineering and consistently build Emirati values and ethics for 

future generations. Read More 

India can reach out to the world through UAE 

Minister of State of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Government, Dr Rashid Ahmed Bin Fahad, described India as an 

extremely important trade partner and expressed hope that the ties between the two countries will strengthen. Read 
More 

Abu Dhabi aims to become capital of fourth industrial revolution 
 

Abu Dhabi is preparing to launch an industrial strategy that will include numerous new projects to invest in the sector, 

helping to make the emirate a capital of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Read More 

UAE eyes new law to lure more foreign investors in industry 
 
 

The UAE will develop a set of laws that are likely to ensure an investment-friendly environment in the industrial sector, 
including the foreign investment law, expected to be issued shortly to provide more incentives for businessmen to 
channel their investments to essential economic sectors, primarily the industrial sector, according to UAE Minister of 

Economy H.E. Sultan bin Saeed Al Mansouri. Read More 
 

Delegation of Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) visited India 
A delegation of Abu Dhabi Investment Authority recently visited India and met Indian Government Officials including 
Railway Minister Shri Suresh Prabhu, Maharashtra Chief Minister Shri Devendra Fadnavis, etc. to explore investment 

opportunities in India. Read More  
 

India seeks UAE investment in its rail network 
India will invest $140 billion in its rail network over the next five years and is in talks with UAE-based sovereign wealth 

funds. Read More 

Cabinet approves setting up of Rail Development Authority 

In a move set to attract investments, the Union Cabinet has approved the setting up of a regulator for the railways - the 
Rail Development Authority (RDA). The long-awaited regulator will perform four primary functions—tariff 
determination; ensuring fair play and level playing field for stakeholder investment; setting efficiency and performance 

standards; and dissemination of information. Read More 
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Cabinet approves Abu Dhabi oil for Indian strategic reserve 

In a move to boost India's energy security, the Union Cabinet gave post facto approval for signing of an agreement that 
will see crude oil for strategic storage flow in from a state-run company of Abu Dhabi for meeting unexpected future 

exigencies. Read More 

Emirates NBD unit launches India Equity Fund 

Emirates NBD Asset Management has recently announced the launch of its Emirates Islamic India Equity Fund in 
partnership with UTI International. The launch of the Fund is part of an ongoing process to develop Emirates NBD Asset 

Management’s international presence and expand its in-house range of funds into global markets. Read More 

Indian financial centre seeks close ties with UAE entities 

Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT), country’s first international financial services centre is keen to collaborate 
with UAE’s financial services centres which could result in mutual value creation. GIFT aspires to cater to India’s large 

financial services potential by offering global firms a world-class infrastructure and facilities. Read More 

Navy Chief headed for UAE to bolster defence ties 

In tune with the policy to steadily crank up military engagement with countries in the Persian Gulf, Navy chief Admiral 

Sunil Lanba has visited the UAE and Oman to bolster defence cooperation. Read More 

UAE's Strata partners with Anil Ambani's Reliance Defence Ltd 

Trade and investment issues figured prominently at a meeting between Anil Ambani, Chairman of India's 
diversified Reliance Group, and the UAE Prime Minister and ruler of Dubai, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum. 

Read More  
 

UAE connection to India’s record 104 satellites launch 
 

India successfully put a record 104 satellites from a single rocket into orbit in the latest triumph for its famously frugal 

space agency. Nearly all of the nano satellites were from other countries, including United Arab Emirates. Read More 

Indian firm in JV to develop Dh1 billion project in Downtown Dubai  

UAE conglomerate SJM Group has entered into a joint venture with Indian firm Adventz Group to deliver a real estate 
project in Downtown Dubai that is valued at nearly Dh1 billion. SJM Group will liaise with Adventz Group through its 

real estate arm Zuari Infra. Read More 

Indian IT pins hopes on Smart City Kochi 

Work on a Dubai-owned IT park in Kerala in south India is ploughing ahead, despite the severe uncertainty and 

challenges that India’s IT sector is facing, according to a top executive behind the project. Read More 
 

Investment Corp. of Dubai eyes India renewable energy investments 

Dubai’s sovereign wealth fund, Investment Corp. of Dubai (ICD) through its subsidiary Dubai Holding Llc is scouting for 

investments in an Indian renewable energy platform. Read More  
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