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A high-level delegation led by Shri Jai Ram Thakur, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh visited UAE to attract 

investments in the State. Hon’ble CM was accompanied by Shri Bikram Singh, Hon’ble Industries Minister, Government of 

Himachal Pradesh and other senior officials of the State Government. Other members of the Himachal Pradesh delegation 

included Dr. Shrikant Baldi, Additional Chief Secretary cum Principal Secretary to the Hon’ble CM of Himachal Pradesh; Mr 

Manoj Kumar, Additional Chief Secretary - Industries, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh; Mr Ram Subhag Singh, Additional Chief 

Secretary - Tourism, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh; Mr Hans Raj Sharma, Director - Industries, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh; Mr 

Abid Hussain Sadiq, Special Secretary, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh; among others. 

 

During the visit, Hon’ble CM had series of meeting with Government and leading industry leaders to project Himachal 

Pradesh as an attractive investment destination in sectors such as tourism & hospitality, agro-food processing, logistics, 

pharmaceuticals, energy, horticulture, education and skill development. 

 

Hon’ble Chief Minister and his accompanying delegation called on H.E. Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, UAE Cabinet 

Member and Minister of Climate Change and Environment to discuss possible areas of collaboration. Hon’ble Chief Minister 

extended an invitation to H.E. Dr. Thani for attending the Global Investors’ Meet scheduled to be held in November this year.  

During the visit, the State Government delegation had one to one meetings with top business leaders including Maj Gen (Retd.) 

Sharafuddin Sharaf, Chairman, UIBC & Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group; Mr Mohammed Al Muallem, CEO & Managing Director, 

DP World (UAE Region); Mr Yusuff Ali, Chairman and Managing Director, Lulu Group International; Mr Essa Abdulla Al 

Ghurair, Chairman, Essa Al Ghurair Investment L.L.C. (EGI); Mr Ahmed Bin Sulayem, Executive Chairman and CEO, DMCC; 

H.E. Jamal Al Jarwan, Secretary General, UAEIIC; among others. 

Visit of Shri Jai Ram Thakur, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh to the UAE 
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Himachal Pradesh Government signed a MoU with UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) for highlighting investment 

opportunities in the State and facilitating UAE investments in Himachal. Also, a MoU was signed between Sharaf Group and 

Government of Himachal Pradesh to explore investment possibility in logistic park, dry port and supporting infrastructure. 

During the visit, Himachal Pradesh Government has organised a ‘road show’ in Dubai and had interacted with a number of 

potential investors. While addressing the audience, Shri Thakur mentioned that Himachal Pradesh offers attractive incentives 

under its industrial policy to boost investment in the state. He added that the State Government is in the process of amending 

the policy to make it more attractive and industry friendly. The state is also coming up with some of the policies in sectors like 

tourism, logistics, aroma, housing and real estate, IT and electronics. 

He further added that State Government is endeavoring to make Himachal Pradesh as one of the best investment destinations 

in India. The state places special emphasis on business partnerships for the development of micro, small and medium 

enterprises.  He apprised about the efforts of the State Government in improving ease of doing business and said that Himachal 

Pradesh is now ranked top among fast movers category in ease of doing reforms in the country. 

Speaking on the occasion, Himachal Industries Minister Shri Bikram Singh said that the Himachal State provides a very favorable 

investment climate for private investors. He also highlighted various incentives being offered by the state in different sectors. 

Shri Singh also extended invitation for the Global Investors’ Meet to all the participants of the roadshow. 
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Shri V. Muraleedharan, Hon’ble Minister of State for External Affairs and Parliamentary Affairs, Government of India 

had a brief stopover at Dubai while returning from his official visit to Nigeria. 

During the visit, Shri Muraleedharan addressed Indian business community at an event in Dubai. While addressing the 

audience, Shri Muraleedharan hailed the strong bilateral relationship and trade ties between the UAE and India, and 

heralded the contributions made by the UAE’s expat Indian community.  

 

The Indian Minister had interacted with the participants and shared his views on number of issues including making air 

travel to India flexible and comfortable for NRIs residing in the Gulf, to make Indian airports more traveller-friendly, 

and to resume Emirates Airlines services to Kozhikode in Kerala. 

 

Shri Muraleedharan also addressed the issue of citizenship identification and resident identification raised by the Indian 

NRIs. Hon’ble Minister has apprised that the discussions for the Emigration Bill 2019 are in the final stages. He said that 

the bill will focus on providing safety to workers aspiring to travel to Gulf countries. The law would ensure that workers 

will not be cheated by fraudulent recruiting agents and the government will provide them with job protection and 

training. The workers will also be given post-departure counselling. 

 

During the visit, Shri Muraleedharan also attended an official Community reception hosted by Consulate General of India 

in Dubai. Apart from meeting the businessmen, professionals and other community members, Shri Muraleedharan also 

met Indian workers at the labour accommodation at Dubai Investment Park and had breakfast with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit of Shri V. Muraleedharan, Hon’ble Minister of State for External Affairs and  

Parliamentary Affairs, GoI to the UAE 
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India had a meeting with Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Hon’ble Minister 

of External Affairs, GoI in New Delhi. 

During the meeting, they had discussed bilateral relations between the UAE and India and ways to further strengthening 

the co-operation between both the countries. They exchanged views and political stances in regard to the regional & 

international issues, and developments of mutual interest. Dr. Albanna and Dr. Jaishankar also discussed regarding the 

development of a new vision and plans to promote bilateral relations. 

The UAE Ambassador conveyed the greetings of the UAE leadership, on behalf of H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and H.E. Dr. Anwar bin 

Mohammed Gargash, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, to the Indian Minister on the 

occasion of assuming his new post.  

Dr. Jaishankar reaffirmed the depth and importance of India's relations with the UAE and reiterated India’s support for 

the eminent role played by the UAE in the international arena. 

 

The both sides agreed to hold periodic meetings to exchange views and coordinate at all levels. The meeting was also 

attended by Dr. T.V. Nagendra Prasad, JS (Gulf), Ministry of External Affairs, GoI. 

  

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, 

Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs, GoI 
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An interactive meeting on World Food India 2019, chaired by Smt. Harsimrat Kaur Badal, Hon’ble Minister for Food 

Processing Industries, GoI, was organised with Ambassadors and High Commissioners of leading food processing and 

food retailing countries on 17
th
 June 2019 in New Delhi. 

 

The meeting was held to discuss the investment opportunities available in the Indian Food Processing Sector and to 

sensitize the gathering about the second edition of World Food India event scheduled to be held from 1-4 November 

2019. Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of UAE to India had attended the meeting and shared his perspective. 

At the interactive session, Smt. Badal mentioned that World Food India 2019 will be the biggest gathering of all global 

and domestic stakeholders in Food Processing Sector and will position India as food processing destination of the world. 

Hon’ble Minister apprised the participants that the second edition of World Food India shall consist of several top level 

seminars, investment opportunities, exhibitions, high level CEO roundtables, country sessions, B2B and B2G networking 

etc.  For the year 2019, the Ministry for Food Processing Industries is targeting to partner with at least 15 countries and 

participation from at least 80 countries. The tagline of the event will be “Forging Partnerships for Growth”. 

Smt. Badal further informed that the event has already started receiving interests from several countries and industries 

interested to becoming part of the event. She invited the dignitaries and industry players to be a part of this mega 

celebration of food and witness the immense opportunity that India provides for growth and prosperity. 

The meeting was also attended by Shri Rameshwar Teli, Hon’ble Minister of State for Food Processing Industries, GoI 

and senior officials from the MoFPI. 

  

Interactive Meeting on World Food India 2019 
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India had met Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Hon’ble Minister of Finance, GoI on 

25
th
 June 2019 in New Delhi. 

 

During the meeting, Dr. Albanna and Smt. Sitharaman exchanged views on several key matters of mutual interest including 

the legal framework for bilateral investment protection and the need to avoid double taxation between the UAE and India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India had a meeting with Shri Hardeep Singh Puri, Hon’ble Minister of State 

(IC) for Civil Aviation, GoI to discuss issues relating to cooperation between the UAE and India in Civil Aviation. 

 

In the meeting, the UAE Ambassador briefed Indian Minister on the status of bilateral Air Service Agreement and reiterated 

the urgent need to start negotiations on revising the existing agreement request raised by the UAE’s Civil Aviation authorities 

since full capacity has been reached under the present pact. 

 

In his discussion, UAE Ambassador shared that the UAE follows an open skies policy and has never refused requests by Indian 

carriers to expand their operations in the Emirates. He told that the current conditions in the Civil Aviation sector calls for an 

increase in capacity. 

 

Dr. Albanna said that the UAE carriers are interested to expand their operations to more Tier 2 and Tier 3 Indian cities. Also, 

there is a scope for more cargo flights between the UAE and India due to increase in demand for such traffic. 

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman,  

Hon’ble Minister of Finance, GoI 

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Shri Hardeep Singh Puri,  

Hon’ble Minister of State (IC) for Civil Aviation, GoI 
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H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE called on H.E. Hussain Bin Ibrahim Al Hammadi, UAE Cabinet 

Member and Minister of Education to discuss regarding co-operation in the field of Higher Education. 

The meeting was also attended by Mrs Smita Pant, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India in Abu Dhabi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting of H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE with H.E. Hussain Bin Ibrahim Al 

Hammadi, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of Education 
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UIBC Activities - June 2019 

MoU signing of UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) with Dubai Exports 
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MoU signing with Himachal Pradesh Government 
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Monthly News Wrap (June 2019) 

 

Abu Dhabi injects new funds into India's largest green 

energy firm 

 Dubai cryotherapy firm eyes USD 7 million India, Saudi 

expansion 

 

The Abu Dhabi Investment Authority 

(ADIA) is among a number of 

investors who have pumped USD  

300 million in new funding into 

ReNew Power, India’s largest green 

energy company. Read More 

 

 

Dubai-based Cryo Holdings, a 

leading operator in the fledgling 

global cryotherapy sector, is 

planning to open new locations in  

India and Saudi Arabia. Read More 

UAE's Aster DM Healthcare plans network of laboratories 

in India 

 

India mulls FDI move to attract more Middle East investors 

 

UAE-based Aster DM Healthcare 

announced expansion in the Indian 

healthcare sector, with plans to 

launch Aster Laboratories in 

Bangalore next year. Read More 

 

 

India is considering to allow foreign 

investment funds to buy stressed 

loan portfolios of banks, a move 

which is expected to see billions of 

dollars invested by institutional 

investors from the Middle East and 

other regions. Read More 

Gulf-based NRIs target commercial property for investment  Dubai welcomes ‘Karnika’, India's first premium cruise ship 

 

Gulf-based Non-resident Indians 

(NRIs) increasingly prefer to invest in 

commercial property segment in 

India, a marked shift from the earlier 

trend of expat Indians opting for 

residential property. Read More 

 

 

Dubai welcomed India’s first 

premium cruise liner, ‘Karnika’ by 

Jalesh Cruises, to Mina Rashid as its 

home port for the season. Karnika is 

Jalesh Cruises’s first liner to 

homeport in the region, marking a 

significant milestone for both the 

Indian domestic and international 

cruise industry. Read More 

DIFC partners with TiE Mumbai to help Indian Fintechs  

 Indian airline IndiGo begins two new direct routes to Abu 

Dhabi 

 

As a part of its ongoing endeavour to 

assist startups with new 

opportunities and help foray into 

different geographies, Dubai 

International Financial Centre (DIFC)  

has partnered with The Indus 

Entrepreneurs (TiE) Mumbai. Read 

More 

 

 

Indian airline, IndiGo commenced 

two new daily direct flights from 

Delhi and Mumbai to Abu Dhabi. 

The inaugural trip departed from 

Indira Gandhi International Airport 

in Delhi to Abu Dhabi on 5
th
 June 

2019. Read More 

UAE assures India to cover shortfall in oil supplies after US 

sanctions on Iran 

 UAE issues first permanent residency to boss of retail giant 

Lulu 

 

The UAE has assured India that it will 

cover any shortfall in oil supplies 

following the US sanctions on Iran, 

said H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE 

Ambassador to India. Read More 

 

 

The UAE Federal Authority for 

Identity and Citizenship issued first 

gold card permanent residency to 

the Retail tycoon Mr Yusuff Ali, 

Chairman & Managing Director, Lulu 

Group International. Read More 

https://www.arabianbusiness.com/energy/421539-abu-dhabi-injects-new-funds-into-indias-largest-green-energy-firm
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/healthcare/420634-dubai-cryotherapy-firm-eyes-7m-saudi-india-expansion
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/healthcare/421547-uaes-aster-dm-healthcare-plans-network-of-laboratories-in-india
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/banking-finance/422316-india-mulls-fdi-move-to-attract-more-middle-east-investors
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/news/421851-gulf-based-nris-target-commercial-property-for-investment
https://gulfnews.com/business/tourism/dubai-welcomes-karnika-indias-first-premium-cruise-ship-1.64527913
https://www.difc.ae/newsroom/news/difc-partners-tie-mumbai-help-indian-fintechs-scale-their-business-across-measa-region/
https://www.difc.ae/newsroom/news/difc-partners-tie-mumbai-help-indian-fintechs-scale-their-business-across-measa-region/
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302766608
https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/uae-assures-india-to-cover-shortfall-in-oil-supplies-after-us-sanctions-on-iran-envoy-119062400679_1.html
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/retail/421564-uae-issues-first-permanent-residency-to-boss-of-retail-giant-lulu
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Monthly News Wrap (June 2019) 

 

 

Dubai Internet City extends support to Indian Tech SMEs  Is Artificial Intelligence the new oil for the UAE? 

 

Dubai Internet City (DIC) has 

inaugurated a specialised platform 

dedicated to the National 

Association of Software and Services 

Companies (NASSCOM), the Indian 

IT BPM industry association. Read 

More 

 

 

The United Arab Emirates is leading 

the race to an Artificial Intelligence-

enabled business age as it prepares 

for a post-oil era. Read More 

Dubai's non-oil foreign trade rises to USD 92.2 bn in Q1  UAE’s Aviation Sector to hit USD 88.1 billion by 2030 

 

Dubai recorded a non-oil foreign 

trade of AED 339 billion (USD 92.2 

billion) in the first quarter of 2019, 

up seven percent compared to the 

same period last year. Read More 

 

 

The aviation sector in the UAE is 

projected to reach AED 323.6 billion 

(USD 88.1 billion) by 2030, 

according to the data released by 

Airport Council International (ACI) 

World. Read More 

Rising global investor interest seen in UAE's industrial space  UAE registers record rise in business activity in May 

 

According to a new report by global 

real estate advisor JLL, the UAE’s 

industrial and logistics space is 

increasingly attracting global 

investors interest. Read More 

 

 

UAE registered a record rise in the 

business activity in May as the rate of 

expansion accelerated sharply from 

the previous month. Stronger market 

demand, marketing activity and the 

start of new projects contributed to 

the latest increase. Read More 

Logistics a key catalyst for UAE e-commerce  India's OYO plans 12,000 hotel rooms in the UAE by 2020 

 

The UAE e-commerce market is 

poised to grow to USD 17.8 billion 

in 2020, and the logistics providers 

they choose will play a key role in 

the exponential growth of online 

shopping, according to industry 

specialists. Read More 

 

 

India based global hospitality chain 

OYO Hotels & Homes is working on 

an aggressive expansion plan in the 

GCC market. The company plans to 

take its total rooms under 

management to 12,000 rooms in 

150 hotels across UAE by 2020. 

Read More 

Railways mulls inviting private firms to run trains  Importance of gold to Dubai's economy 

 

The Indian Government is exploring 

a plan to  induct private operators to 

run passenger trains on low 

congestion  and tourist routes and 

will invite bids in the next 100 days. 

Read More 

 

 

According to a report, more than 

4,000 companies are operating in 

the gold sector in Dubai with total 

gold, jewellery and diamond sales 

reaching AED 274 billion (USD 74.6 

million) last year. Read More 

https://www.networkmiddleeast.com/business-strategy/85861-dubai-internet-city-extends-support-to-indian-tech-smes
https://www.networkmiddleeast.com/business-strategy/85861-dubai-internet-city-extends-support-to-indian-tech-smes
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/technology/422045-the-new-oil
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/politics-economics/421884-dubais-non-oil-foreign-trade-rises-to-922bn-in-q1
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/transport/422554-uae-aviation-sector-to-hit-881bn-by-2030
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/news/420488-rising-global-investor-interest-seen-in-uaes-industrial-space
https://www.gulftoday.ae/business/2019/06/10/uae-registers-record-rise--in-business-activity-in-may
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/local/logistics-a-key-catalyst-for-uae-e-commerce
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/travel-hospitality/422260-indias-oyo-plans-12000-hotel-rooms-in-the-uae-by-2020
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/railways-mulls-inviting-private-firms-to-run-trains-on-some-routes/articleshow/69849236.cms
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/retail/421150-revealed-the-importance-of-gold-to-dubais-economy
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Major Upcoming Events 

08-12 August. 2019 
India International Jewellery Show (IIJS), Mumbai 
View Details 

29-31 August. 2019 
Annapoorna ANUFOOD, Mumbai 
View Details 

10-11 September. 2019 
Future Manufacturing and Trade Summit, Dubai 
View Details 

18-20 September. 2019 
Renewable Energy India Expo, Delhi NCR 
View Details 

22-26 September. 2019 
UAE Maritime Week, Dubai 
View Details 

23-25 September. 2019 
India Tourism Mart, New Delhi 
View Details 

06-10 October. 2019 
GITEX Technology Week, Dubai 
View Details 

14-16 October. 2019 
India Mobile Congress, New Delhi 
View Details 

29-31 October. 2019 
Gulfood Manufacturing, Dubai 
View Details 

01-04 November. 2019 
World Food India, New Delhi 
View Details 

07-08 November. 2019 
Rising Himachal - Global Investors’ Meet, Dharamshala 
View Details 

11-14 November. 2019 
ADIPEC, Abu Dhabi 
View Details 

17-21 November. 2019 
Dubai Airshow 
View Details 

25-28 November. 2019 
The Big 5, Dubai 
View Details 

26-28 November. 2019 
CPHI India, Delhi NCR 
View Details 

09-11 December. 2019 
SIAL Middle East, Abu Dhabi 
View Details 

27-30 January. 2020 
Arab Health, Dubai 
View Details 

https://www.iijs.org/
http://www.worldoffoodindia.com/
https://www.manufacturingtrade.com/
https://www.renewableenergyindiaexpo.com/
https://www.uaemaritimeweek.com/
https://www.indiatourismmart.com/
https://www.gitex.com/
https://www.indiamobilecongress.com/index.php
http://www.gulfoodmanufacturing.com/
https://www.worldfoodindia.in/
https://risinghimachal.in/
https://www.adipec.com/
https://www.dubaiairshow.aero/
https://www.thebig5.ae/
https://www.cphi.com/india/
https://www.sialme.com/
https://www.arabhealthonline.com/en/Home.html


 


