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H.E. Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, UAE Minister of Climate Change and Environment, has led a high-level delegation from 

the UAE to participate in ninth edition of Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit held in Gandhinagar on 18-20
th
 January 2019. The 

Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit was inaugurated by Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India. The UAE participated 

in the event as a Partner Country for the second consecutive year. 

The UAE delegation comprised of senior officials including H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India; Mr 

Sharafuddin Sharaf, Chairman, UIBC & Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group; Mr Jamal Majid Bin Theniyah, Chairman, Emaar India; 

Mr Yusuff Ali, Chairman and Managing Director, Lulu Group International; Mr Hadi Badri, Chief Strategy Officer, Emaar 

Properties; Mr Mohamed Juma Al Musharrkh, CEO, Sharjah FDI Office (Invest in Sharjah), and several other senior officials 

and business leaders from the UAE. 

In his keynote address at the Summit’s inauguration ceremony, H.E. Dr. Al Zeyoudi said, “The UAE and India enjoy long-

standing and cordial relations across multiple fronts. Backed by the political and people-to-people interactions, bilateral trade 

continued to soar despite global headwinds. Valued at USD 180 million per annum in the 1970s, the balance of trade volume 

between India and the UAE is now worth USD 57 billion, making India the largest trading partner of the UAE, while the UAE 

is India’s third largest trading partner – after China and the US. 2018 saw a flurry of investments by the UAE companies in 

India, and the UAE-India relationship has entered a vibrant growth phase with bilateral trade on track to exceed USD 100 

billion by 2020.” 

His Excellency Dr. Al Zeyoudi noted that the UAE hosts the largest Indian expatriate community in the world, comprising 

more than 3.3 million people. Members of the Indian community in the UAE have helped the Indian economy flourish through 

their hard-earned remittances. The UAE is currently the largest source of remittances to India that amounted to an astounding 

USD 13.82 billion in 2017. 

Participation of UAE Delegation in Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2019 
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He added, “As we look back at our achievements, they energize us and give us the confidence that a lot more can be done 

together. We aspire to see the trajectory of the UAE-India ties continue to soar, entering new areas of cooperation and 

dynamism.”  

H.E. Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi had a meeting with Shri Narendra Modi, Indian Prime Minister on the sideline of the 

summit. The meeting addressed ways to enhance and strengthen economic and investment partnerships in areas of common 

interest, most notably infrastructure, energy, and tourism. Dr. Thani was accompanied by H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE 

Ambassador to India; Mr Sharafuddin Sharaf, Chairman, UIBC & Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group; Mr Jamal Majid Bin Theniyah, 

Chairman, Emaar India etc. for the meeting. 

During the summit, H.E Dr. Al Zeyoudi had also met Shri Vijay Rupani, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Gujarat. In the meeting, 

both sides reviewed the entire gamut of bilateral ties and took stock of the developments in the region. Both Ministers while 

welcoming cooperation and the progress in the UAE-India bilateral relations, reaffirmed their determination to further 

strengthen the bilateral engagement. 

At the Vibrant Gujarat Global Trade Show, held on the sideline of the summit, His Excellency Dr. Al Zeyoudi, accompanied 

by H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, inaugurated the UAE pavilion. 

The UAE Minister also participated in the UAE Country Seminar where he highlighted the UAE’s appeal as a global business 

destination. 

Addressing UAE and Indian businesspeople at the event, he said, “The UAE has become a global hub for entrepreneurship and 

investment, thanks to the significant efforts made by the Federal Government and local departments to create a world class, 

business-friendly environment, enabling the country to vie with the best.” 

He added, “According to the World Bank’s Doing Business Report 2019, the UAE moved up 10 spots to the 11
th
 place globally, 

out of 190 economies. The report also states that the UAE is the best-performing country in the Middle East and North Africa 

region. The rise in the UAE’s rank is a result of a package of reforms in the past year that boosted the country’s economic 

competitiveness.” 

Elaborating on FDI, H.E. Dr. Al Zeyoudi said, “UAE investments in India are valued at an estimated USD 8 billion, of which 

USD 5.33 billion is in the form of foreign direct investment, while the remaining is portfolio investment, making UAE the 10
th
 

biggest investor in India in terms of foreign direct investment. The UAE’s investments in India are concentrated mainly in six 

sectors: services, power, construction development, air transport, food, and hotels and tourism.” 

He added, “Several prominent private and public sector Indian companies and banks operate in the UAE. In addition, major 

Indian companies have been able to obtain a significant number of contracts in the UAE. Data released by the UAE Federal 

Competitiveness and Statistics Authority indicates that the total foreign direct investment from India to the UAE amounted to 

over USD 6.5 billion. 
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H.E. Sultan bin Saeed Al Mansoori, UAE Minister of Economy has led a high-level official delegation from the UAE to 

participate in the 25
th 

edition of Partnership Summit 2019 held in Mumbai on 12-13
th
 January 2019. The Partnership 

Summit witnessed the attendance of more than 1,400 participants from 40 countries around the world. 

The Partnership Summit was inaugurated by Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, Hon’ble Vice President of India and was addressed 

by Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Govt. of India; Shri Devendra 

Fadnavis, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Maharashtra, and several other key dignitaries. His Excellency Sultan Mansoori 

delivered the ‘Special Address’ in the Inaugural Session of the event. 

The UAE was the Partner Country of the event and the high level delegation from the UAE included more than 40 senior 

officials and business leaders including H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India; H.E. Abdulla Al Saleh, Under-

Secretary, UAE Ministry of Economy for Foreign Trade Affairs; H.E. Jamal Al Jarwan, Secretary-General, UAE International 

Investors Council (UAEIIC); H.E. Ahmed Mohammed Al Kaabi, Assistant Under-Secretary for Oil, Gas and Mineral 

Resources, UAE Ministry of Energy and Industry and the UAE Governor at OPEC; Mr Mohammed Hamdan Nasser Al 

Zaabi, Director - Trade Promotion, UAE Ministry of Economy; Mr Dawood Al Shezawi, CEO, Annual Investment Meeting 

(AIM), etc. 

Participation of UAE Delegation in Partnership Summit 
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In order to showcase the investment opportunities in the UAE, a country seminar on ‘UAE - Gateway for Business’ was 

organised during the event. The seminar was addressed by key dignitaries including H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna; H.E. 

Abdulla Al Saleh; H.E. Jamal Al Jarwan; H.E. Ahmed Al Kaabi; Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of UAE to India; 

Mr Essa Abdulla Al Ghurair, Chairman, Essa Al-Ghurair Investment L.L.C.; Mr Salah Sharaf, Executive Director, Sharaf 

Group, etc. The seminar highlighted the economic and trade cooperation between the two countries and discuss relevant 

opportunities to strengthen the economic and investment partnerships between their public and private sectors. 

On the sideline of the event, His Excellency Sultan Mansoori had a bilateral meeting with Shri Suresh Prabhu and discussed 

areas of mutual cooperation and further enhancing bilateral trade & investments between both the countries. 
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Sharjah has showcased the Emirati culture, as the Guest of Honour, at the 27
th
 edition of New Delhi World Book Fair 

(NDWBF), organised by National Book Trust of India from 5
 
to 13

th
 January 2019. The nine-day book fair witnessed the 

participation of a host of international authors, intellectuals, as well as leading literary and cultural entities. 

Sharjah’s cultural delegation was led by H.H. Sheikh Fahim Bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Executive Chairman, Sharjah’s Department 

of Government Relations, and included prominent officials of cultural and academic entities in Sharjah. 

The Sharjah pavilion at the book fair was set up by the Sharjah Book Authority (SBA) and featured the emirate’s prominent 

publishers, and other cultural and academic entities, including the Emirates Writers Union (EWU), Emirates Publishers 

Association (EPA), Sharjah Department of Culture, Sharjah Institute for Heritage, Dr. Sultan Al Qasimi Centre for Gulf Studies, 

Sharjah Media Corporation, UAE Board on Books for Young People, Knowledge without Borders - 1001 Titles, Al Qasimi 

Publications, and Kalimat Group. 

To mark Sharjah’s participation as Guest of Honour, Sharjah Book Authority (SBA) in collaboration with Emirates Writers 

Union have brought diverse works of literature by poets, writers, researchers and playwrights in the Hindi language to offer 

Indian readers a taste of Emirati and Arabic literary culture.  

Shri Prakash Javadekar, Hon’ble Minister for Human Resource Development, Government of India inaugurated the book fair 

and the inaugural function was attended by H.H. Sheikh Fahim Bin Sultan Al Qasimi; Mr Ahmed Bin Rakkad Al Ameri, 

Chairman, Sharjah Book Authority; H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India; and other delegation members from 

the UAE.  

Shri Prakash Javadekar welcomed authors from the Emirate to the event and said India’s friendship with Sharjah was being 

exhibited this week through the Fair. While addressing the audience, H.H. Sheikh Fahim bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Executive 

Chairman, Sharjah’s Department of Government Relations, described the Emirate’s participation in the New Delhi World Book 

Fair as the Guest of Honour as the "addition of a significant milestone in the international relations of Sharjah." 

Sharjah, he said, had come a long way in realising the synthesis of cultures through books. With India, such cross-cultural 

relations complement ties at the political level with centuries-old memories of spices leaving Indian shores and landing in the 

Gulf. He further added that “We are here to present our gems of literature. Today we stitch together another strand in our 

cultural fabric of cooperation with India." 

Sharjah participation as ‘Guest of Honour’ in 27
th
 edition of New Delhi World Book Fair 
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The Hindi and English translations of the novel Bibi Fatima and the King’s Sons by His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin 

Muhammad Al Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah, were launched at the inaugural function of the book 

fair. 

Sharjah also organised a plethora of seminars, literary discussions, and talks on the growing scope of publishing in the UAE, 

poetry recitation evenings featuring dozens of Arab and Emirati authors, intellectuals and artists. Through more than around 

25 different events/ activities, the Sharjah Pavilion brought the cultural vision of Sharjah that lays special emphasis on bringing 

nations and cultures together through vibrant interactions and exchange of books and knowledge. 

The seventh edition of CEO Speak was held on the sideline of NDWBF. The "India–Emirati Forum" organised at the event 

offered publishers a common platform to explore emerging business opportunities and discuss shared challenges and how to 

face them. While addressing the participants at India-Emirati Forum, Mr Ahmed bin Rakkad Al Ameri, Chairman, Sharjah Book 

Authority, said that "the participation in the New Delhi World Book Fair will increase the understanding of Arab and Emirati 

culture in India through literary exchange besides bridging cultural communication between both countries." 

The Emirates Publishers Association organised a panel discussion titled "UAE’s Experience in the Publishing Field", at the book 

fair. It addressed the unique capabilities of the UAE’s publishing industry, many opportunities offered by the local market, and 

shed light on the government’s efforts to promote industry practices. It was moderated by Mr Rashid Al Kous, Executive 

Director, Emirates Publishers Association, who emphasised that the selection of Sharjah as the UNESCO World Book Capital 

2019 is an ideal opportunity to introduce Indian publishers to the investment opportunities in the UAE’s book market and 

enable them to boost collaboration with local publishers. 

Sharjah has also hosted a historical symposium shedding light on India’s prominent position in the cultural legacy of Arabic 

books and manuscripts. An intellectual discussion titled ‘India in the Arabic Manuscripts’ was attended by several Arabic writers, 

poets and historians. The session emphasized on exploring ways to bring unpublished manuscripts written in the era that detail 

Indo-Arab relations to the attention of publishers, so more can be learnt about the historical exchanges between the two 

cultures, and the importance of disseminating the information contained within these manuscripts was highlighted. 

The cultural panels and sessions hosted at Sharjah’s pavilion discussed an array of topics, such as "The challenges of translating 

Arabic language into international languages", "The history of addressing India throughout the ages as presented in the 

biographies and travel literature by several Arab authors and explorers" and "The history of Indian presence in 20
th
 century 

Emirati poetry". 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India attended an artistic symposium, ‘Emirate and Indian Cinema’, on 8
th
 

January 2019, at the Sharjah Pavilion. This session was performed by Dr. Habeeb Ghloom. The interaction stopped at many 

historical stations and presented evidence for the strong & continuing presence of the Emirates captivating landscape as well 

as actors in Indian cinema. 

The Sharjah Pavilion also showcased the Arabic calligraphy and displayed different Arabic crafts at the fair. The Sharjah Institute 

of Heritage had set up their stall displaying Arabic handcraft which is practiced in the UAE. Arabic women showcased the old 

method of cloth dyeing and handcraft to promote the Arabic culture. 
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January 2019: H.E. Hussain Bin Ibrahim Al Hammadi, UAE Minister of Education, along with delegation from the UAE, had 

visited New Delhi on an official visit to learn about India's experience in the field of education and human resource 

development. 

 

During the visit, H.E. Hussain Hammadi had met Shri Prakash Javadekar, Hon’ble Minister of Human Resource Development, 

Government of India and discussed on enhancing cooperation in the field of education and to strengthen the relationship 

between the UAE and India. H.E. Hammadi was accompanied by H.E. Dr. Ahmed AlBanna, UAE Ambassador to India and 

other UAE delegation members for the meeting. 

H.E. Hammadi thanked the Indian Government for the invitation and shared that India's experience in education is one of the 

most successful experiences at the regional and international levels. There is a consensus among industry experts that this 

experience is the key to India's successes and achievements in science, technology, space and scientific education including 

medical and engineering, which offers a modern educational level comparable to that of developed countries.  

While highlighting the areas of cooperation in educational sector, H.E. Hammadi shared that the India’s rich experience in the 

education sector can be used to improve the quality of education in the UAE especially for promoting creativity and 

development of innovative skills. 

His Excellency further added that UAE can work with India to customize a grading system for ranking UAE institutions, open 

platform of education (online education) which will not only benefit students of UAE but the entire Middle East and Africa 

region specially those Arab states which are going through disrupt political phase and student exchange programs as well. 

Visit of H.E. Hussain Bin Ibrahim Al Hammadi, UAE Minister of Education to India 
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Shri Prakash Javadekar welcomed the suggestions of H.E. Hussain Bin Ibrahim Al Hammadi and expressed mutual concern on 

them. He also appreciated the UAE for its pilot program to issue teaching license for all of the teachers employed in the country 

which will get renewed every 5 years for which they would need to undergo an exam. Hon’ble HRD Minister of India further 

suggested for organising meetings of senior officials from both the sides to identify the areas of cooperation and signing of 

MoUs to work together in the field of education and HRD. 

H.E. Hammadi and his accompanied delegation had also met with the officials of Educational Consultants India Limited (EdCil), 

a Public Sector Enterprises under the Ministry of Human Resource Development, offering management and consultancy services 

for development of new educational methods. 

The UAE delegation also visited the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi and had met the senior functionaries of the 

institute. During the visit, UAE delegation members were briefed regarding the educational system and the syllabus of the 

Institute. H.E. Hammadi shared that joint programmes, exchange of students between Khalifa University and IIT Delhi can be 

explored. Apart from discussion on possible collaboration with IIT Delhi, the delegation from the UAE also visited IIT Delhi’s 

Lecture Hall Complex, Chemistry, Physics and Computer labs to understand the educational infrastructure and facilities at the 

institute. 

Later, the delegation also visited Delhi Public School and toured its class room halls, Science labs, Computer labs, Robotics lab 

and Mathematics lab wherein they interacted with students and discussed teaching methods and the course studied. The UAE 

delegation also visited the Sports Complex of DPS RK Puram. The delegation members planted a Ghaf, the national tree of 

the UAE, as a gesture of friendship.  
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India had met Mr Khalifa Ahmed Al-Ali, Deputy Minister & Director General, 

Food Security Centre (Abu Dhabi) on 16
th
 January 2019 at the UAE Embassy in New Delhi.  

During the meeting, they discussed different programs, projects & platforms available in India on Food Security. They reiterated 

their commitment to make valuable contributions to strengthen business relations & to explore investment opportunities in 

the food sector.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India had a meeting with Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce 

& Industry and Civil Aviation, Government of India on 22
nd

 January 2019 in New Delhi. 

During the meeting, they discussed bilateral relations and ways to enhance cooperation, particularly in the fields of Civil 

Aviation, Food Security, Infrastructure, Food Storage etc. 

They also reviewed the potential for the exchange of food grains exports, as well as raising levels of commercial and investment 

relations between the UAE and India. 

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Mr Khalifa Ahmed Al-Ali, Deputy 

Minister & Director General, Food Security Centre (Abu Dhabi) 

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble 

Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, GoI  
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January 2019: H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India and Mr Vijay Gokhale, Foreign Secretary, Ministry of 

External Affairs, GoI have explored ways to boost UAE-India relations to achieve progress, development and prosperity in 

both countries. This came in the meetings H.E. Dr. Ahmed Allbanna had with Mr Vijay Gokhale. 

During the first meeting which was also attended by Dr. T. V. Nagendra Prasad, Joint Secretary (Gulf), Indian Ministry of 

External Affairs, Dr. Albanna and Mr Vijay Gokhale vowed to work together in order to enhance cooperation across all sectors. 

They discussed about the bilateral cooperation for ensuring a conducive and peaceful environment for the progress and 

development between the UAE and India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In another meeting with Mr Vijay Gokhale, H.E. Dr. Albanna discussed regarding the bilateral matters between the UAE and 

India. During the meeting, they discussed about the feedback received from the UAE delegation on their participation in the 

Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2019. They also discussed other related matters of mutual importance. 

 

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Mr Vijay Gokhale,  

Foreign Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, GoI  
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India had met Mr Ramesh Abhishek, Secretary, Department of Industrial Policy 

and Promotion (DIPP), Government of India, for the signing of the Joint Statement on setting up a Fast Track System for UAE 

Companies in India on 9
th
 January 2019 in New Delhi. 

 

The signing of the MoU to establish a Fast Track system took place for facilitating UAE investments in India and to increase 

the bilateral trade & investments between the UAE and India. The Fast Track system will be set up in the Department of 

Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), Indian Ministry of Commerce and Industry.  

 

The key objectives of the Fast Track system will be to pave the way for UAE investments and identify & solve problems faced 

by UAE companies and investors with their operations in India. The Fast Track system will also serve as a platform for 

discussing general suggestions from the point of view of UAE companies and investors with regard to Ease of Doing Business 

in India. This system will aim at processing applications and enquiries within one month where possible. 

 

This Joint Statement was an outcome of the sixth UAE-India High Level Task force Meeting held on 15
th
 October 2018 in 

Mumbai where it was mutually agreed to create a Fast Track Committee to expedite the resolution mechanism for the legacy 

issues faced by some of the major UAE investors in India and various other matters that needs attention as a single window 

platform for all future investments in UAE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India had a meeting with Mr T.S. Tirumurti, Secretary (ER), Ministry of External 

Affairs, Government of India and Dr. T.V. Nagendra Prasad, JS (Gulf), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India on 

21
st
 January 2019 in New Delhi. 

During the meeting, the two sides discussed bilateral relations between the UAE and India and ways to strengthen co-operation 

and co-ordination. The meeting also touched on issues of mutual interest and tackled ways to reinforce bilateral relations 

between the two countries. 

They also exchanged views and political stances in regard to the latest regional and international issues of mutual interest. 

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Mr Ramesh Abhishek, Secretary, 

Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), Govt. of India 

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Mr T.S. Tirumurti, Secretary (ER), 

Ministry of External Affairs, GoI and Dr. T.V. Nagendra Prasad, JS (Gulf), Ministry of External Affairs, GoI 
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January 2019: His Excellency Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, UAE Minister of Climate Change and Environment, along with 

H.E. Dr Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India, inaugurated the UAE pavilion at the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2019 

held in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 

UAE was one of the partner country of the summit and the UAE Pavilion was managed by UAE-India Business Council (UIBC). 

Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India visited the UAE pavilion at the summit and interacted with H.E. Dr. Thani and 

other UAE delegation members. 

The inauguration ceremony was also witnessed by Mr Yusuff Ali, Chairman and Managing Director, Lulu Group International; 

Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of UAE to India; Mr Sharad Agarwal, Vice Chairman, UIBC & Chief Executive Officer-

India, Emirates NBD Bank (PJSC); and a number of UAE delegation members. 

Inauguration of UAE Pavilion at Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2019 
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January 2019: A UAE country seminar was organised during the ninth edition of Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit held in 

Gandhinagar. UAE delegation led by His Excellency Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, UAE Minister of Climate Change and 

Environment had participated in the seminar. The UAE country seminar highlighted the immense opportunities of promoting 

UAE-India bilateral trade and investment.  

H.E. Dr. Thani delivered the Key Note Address at the seminar and said that "The UAE has become a global hub for 

entrepreneurship and investment, thanks to the significant efforts made by the Federal Government and local departments to 

create a world class, business-friendly environment, enabling the country to vie with the best." H.E. Dr. Thani further added 

that "UAE investments in India are valued at an estimated USD 8 billion, of which USD 5.33 billion is in the form of foreign 

direct investment, while the remaining is portfolio investment, making the UAE the 10
th
 biggest investor in India in terms of 

foreign direct investment. The UAE’s investments in India span multiple sectors, most notably the services sector, power, 

construction development, air transport, food, and hotels and tourism." 

 

In his address at the seminar, H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna highlighted that the UAE-India bilateral relations continue to evolve 

over time, from mere commercial cooperation into strategic partnership. He appreciated the positive developments witnessed 

between both the nations and reiterated the growth potential for the bilateral trade. 

The UAE country seminar was also addressed by Mr Sharafuddin Sharaf, Chairman, UIBC & Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group; Mr 

Yusuff Ali, Chairman and Managing Director, Lulu Group International; Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of UAE to 

India; Mr Sharad Agarwal, Chief Executive Officer-India,  Emirates NBD Bank (PJSC); etc. 

UAE Country Seminar at Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2019 
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The UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) jointly with the Embassy of the United Arab Emirates in New Delhi had organized an 

interactive meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India with leading Emirati companies on 17
th
 January in 

Mumbai. 

The interactive session aimed to provide a platform for Emirati companies to share their issues & concerns relating to India 

operation and also to apprise about their future expansion plans to the UAE Ambassador. 

 

In his welcome remarks, Mr Abdul Salam, Director General, UIBC thanked the UAE Ambassador and all the participants for 

joining the interactive session. He shared that this joint initiative of the UAE Embassy in New Delhi and UIBC provides an 

opportunity to UAE Companies to discuss their concerns with the UAE Ambassador and seek advice and help in resolving 

them. Moreover, it also help in getting the updates on the developments taking place between both the countries due to 

ongoing bilateral visits & talks for promoting mutual cooperation.  

 

While addressing the participants, H.E. Dr. Al Banna highlighted the growing bilateral relations between the two countries, 

especially developments taking place in the areas of trade & economy in the recent years. H.E. Dr. Al Banna shared the recent 

develop regarding setting up of a fast track system for facilitating the UAE’s investments in India. His Excellency shared that 

the fast track system which is co-chaired by him and Mr Ramesh Abhishek, Secretary, DIPP, Govt. of India is an outcome of 

the sixth UAE-India High Level Task force Meeting held on 15
th
 October 2018 in Mumbai where it was mutually agreed to 

create a Fast Track Committee to expedite the resolution mechanism for the legacy issues faced by some of the major UAE 

investors in India; and various other matters that needs attention for facilitating all future investments in the UAE.  

 

H.E. Dr. Al Banna highlighted the importance of holding regular similar interactions to understand the industry issues & 

concerns; and advised the Emirati companies to share inputs relating to their unresolved issues which can be taken up with the 

Indian Government.  

 

H.E. Dr. Al Banna also shared that, as per the directives of H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister of 

Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, there is need to establish a ‘Youth Platform’ within the UAE-India Business 

Council (UIBC), to promote young Emirati talents and their Indian counterparts. 

 

Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of UAE to India while addressing the participants highlighted the several ongoing 

discussions and efforts to resolve the industry concerns and facilitating the UAE investments in India. Mr Alfalahi welcomed 

this initiative and invited all the companies for regular interaction with the UAE Embassy for resolving their issues & concerns.   

 

The interactive meeting ended positively with an active participation from the UAE companies. All the participating companies/ 

officials welcomed this initiatives and thanked the UAE Embassy for its proposal to engage in similar interactions and prepare 

a future roadmap to promote the UAE investments. The companies agreed to form various sub-committees, such as those 

related to aviation, logistical services and banking & financial, to discuss their common issues. 

 

The interactive session was attended by H.E. Mohammed Saleh Ahmed Al Teneiji, UAE Consul-General in Mumbai and heads 

of leading Emirati companies in India, including DP World, Emirates NBD, Emirates Airlines, Etihad Airways, Abu Dhabi 

Commercial Bank, First Abu Dhabi Bank, Major Brands, RAK Ceramics, NMDC, etc.  

Interactive Meeting of UAE Ambassador with Emirati Companies - Mumbai 
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Interactive Meeting of UAE Ambassador with Indian Companies - Mumbai 
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The first edition of Logix India 2019 was held from 31
st 

January to 2
nd

 February 2019 in New Delhi. The 3 day event 

focusing on Logistics and its allied sectors was organized by Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO) with the 

support of Indian Ministry of Commerce and Industry.  

An UAE delegation comprising of logistics and freight companies, led by Ms Nadia Abdul Aziz, President, National 

Association of Freight and Logistics (NAFL) had participated in the event.  

The event was inaugurated by Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Govt. 

of India. In his inaugural address, Shri Suresh Prabhu mentioned that the Commerce Ministry is working on a draft 

National Logistics Policy, aimed at promoting seamless movement of goods across the country and reducing high 

transaction cost of traders. The proposed policy would also focus on increasing the warehousing capacity, and identify 

gaps that could be bridged to bring down the cost of logistics for traders. 

Ms Nadia Aziz addressed the event and shared her perspective on 'UAE-India Business Opportunities'. A large number of 

logistics companies from over 25 countries had participated in the event and exchanged business prospects and 

opportunities to make Indian logistics sector global. 

 

Participation of UAE Delegation in Logix India 2019 
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Monthly News Wrap (January 2019) 

 

The Golden Era of UAE-India relations 
 New 100% Investment Law redefines UAE's business 

landscape 

 

Relations between India and the UAE 

are going through a golden era. They 

are at their best ever. The bilateral 

relationship has matured and 

transformed into a Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership as both 

countries continue to explore deeper 

cooperation in new areas. Read 

More 

 

 

The UAE cabinet has initiated 

implementation of 100% foreign 

ownership and 10-year residency 

visas for expats, investors and 

business people. The new laws are 

expected to give a major fillip to 

private and foreign direct 

investments (FDIs). Read More 

Dubai Delegation visits India as Foreign investments hit 

USD 1 billion 

 UAE-India to broaden ties in Transport and Roads 

Infrastructure Development 

 

Dubai’s leading business entities in 

trade and investment, real estate and 

startup development comprising of 

more than 80 companies visited 

India in an effort to build on the AED 

3.7 billion (USD 1 billion) foreign 

direct investments seen during 2018. 

Read More 

 

 

The Director-General and Chairman-

Board of Executive Directors, UAE 

Roads and Transport Authority 

(RTA), met India’s Consul-General in 

Dubai, and explored means of 

boosting cooperation & exchanging 

expertise between RTA and Indian 

entities operating in the fields of 

railways, roads and transport. Read 

More 

Dubai Customs, Indian firms explore ways to promote 

trade 

 UAE and Saudi Arabia to invest in making India hub for 

Food Security 

 

Mr Ahmed Mahboob Musabih, 

Director, Dubai Customs and Mr 

Vipul, Indian Consul-General in 

Dubai have explored ways of 

enhancing trade with India and 

tackling any challenges that may face 

the companies of both the nations. 

Read More 

 

 

UAE and Saudi Arabia have decided 

to make India as a base for food 

security for the countries and plan to 

invest in both organic and food 

processing industries, Shri Suresh 

Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister of 

Commerce and Industry and Civil 

Aviation said. Read More 

India-based cruise line headed to UAE, Oman ports  India's OYO plans UAE expansion 

 

India-based Zen Cruises has 

announced the launch of its first 

multi-destination cruise line, Jalesh 

Cruises, which will set sail in April 

and include calls on Oman and UAE 

as part of its winter schedule in 

December this year, said a report. 

Read More 

 

 

OYO, the unicorn Indian hospitality 

start-up, will soon enter Abu Dhabi, 

Al Ain and Saudi Arabia, as part of 

its ambitious expansion plans in 

GCC. Read More 

Air India Express launches daily flights from Sharjah to 

Kannur 

 
DP World invests USD 3bn in global growth plan in 2018 

 

Sharjah services will be enhanced to 

a daily service from the present four 

weekly flights, announced Mr K 

Shyam Sundar, Chief Executive 

Officer, Air India Express at a press 

meet held in Dubai. Read More 

 

 

 

DP World has announced a total 

fund investment of USD 3 billion in 

diversifying its global business 

portfolio during 2018.  The company 

revealed its major projects including 

the launch of a USD 3 billion 

investment platform in India, the 

acquisition of complementary 

businesses in India, Europe and Peru. 

Read More 

https://gulfnews.com/uae/the-golden-era-of-uae-india-relations-1.1548240539461
https://gulfnews.com/uae/the-golden-era-of-uae-india-relations-1.1548240539461
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/politics-economics/410580-uae-begins-implementing-new-100-ownership-10-year-visa-for-expats
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/politics-economics/411021-dubai-delegation-visits-india-as-foreign-investments-hit-1bn
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302732617
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302732617
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/dubai-customs-indian-firms-explore-ways-to-promote-trade
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/cons-products/food/uae-and-saudi-arabia-to-invest-in-making-india-hub-for-food-security-suresh-prabhu/articleshow/67513255.cms
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/travel-hospitality/411707-india-based-cruise-line-headed-to-uae-oman-ports
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/startup/410554-indias-oyplans-saudi-debut-uae-expansion
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/aviation/air-indian-express-launches-daily-flights-from-sharjah-to-kannur
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/transport/410531-dubais-dp-world-invests-3bn-in-global-portfolio-during-2018
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Upcoming Events 

05-07 March. 2019 
Middle East Electricity, Dubai 
View Details 

12-16 March. 2019 
Aahar, New Delhi 
View Details 

14-16 March. 2019 
International Engineering Sourcing Show (IESS), Chennai 
View Details 

02-04 April. 2019 
International Apparel & Textile Fair, Dubai 
View Details 

07-11 April. 2019 
Culture Summit, Abu Dhabi 
View Details 

08-10 April. 2019 
Annual Investment Meeting, Dubai 
View Details 

10-12 April. 2019 
IPHEX, Gandhinagar, Gujarat 
View Details 

24-30 April. 2019 
Abu Dhabi International Book Fair, Abu Dhabi 
View Details 

28 April - 01 May. 2019 
Arabian Travel Market, Dubai 
View Details 

10-11 June. 2019 
Himachal Pradesh Global Investors ‘Meet’ 
View Details 

10-12 June. 2019 
Automechanika Dubai 
View Details 

06-10 October. 2019 
GITEX Technology Week, Dubai 
View Details 

29-31 October. 2019 
Gulfood Manufacturing, Dubai 
View Details 

01-04 November. 2019 
World Food India, New Delhi 
View Details 

11-14 November. 2019 
ADIPEC, Abu Dhabi 
View Details 

17-21 November. 2019 
Dubai Airshow 
View Details 

25-28 November. 2019 
The Big 5, Dubai 
View Details 

https://www.middleeastelectricity.com/en/home.html
http://indiatradefair.com/aahardelhi/
https://www.iesshow.in/
http://internationalapparelandtextilefair.com/
https://www.culturesummitabudhabi.com/home/default.html
http://www.aimcongress.com/
https://iphex-india.com/
https://adbookfair.com/en/default.aspx
http://arabiantravelmarket.wtm.com/
http://himachalpr.gov.in/OnePressRelease.aspx?Language=1&ID=13276
https://www.automechanikadubai.com/frankfurt/51/for-exhibitors/welcome.aspx
https://www.gitex.com/
http://www.gulfoodmanufacturing.com/
https://www.worldfoodindia.in/
https://www.adipec.com/
https://www.dubaiairshow.aero/
https://www.thebig5.ae/


 


