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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna
UAE Ambassador to India

Message

T
hese days mark the National Day celebrations as my country, the 

United Arab Emirates, strides forward with wisdom and 

perseverance, following in the footsteps of its founding father, the 

late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, under the leadership of the 

President, HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan and his brothers their 

highnesses the members of the Federal Supreme Council, Rulers of all the 

emirates, and through the hands of its loyal daughters and sons, pillars of the 

country’s growth and development, attaining developmental, cultural, 

economic, political and social achievements.

The UAE's 47th National Day coincides with the centenary of the birth of the 

late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the founding father of the UAE, as 

HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed dubbed 2018 to be the “Year of Zayed”. The late 

Sheikh Zayed was renowned for his wisdom and vision, his role and his 

policies in building the country, achieving development, strengthening its 

economy and national security, and leading it on the path towards a 

prosperous future.

The values   of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may God have 

mercy on him, laid the foundations of modern cultural and developmental 

renaissance in the country. Inspired by these values, the wise leaders of the 

country took to building a bright future for the UAE, strengthening its 

position among the countries of the region and the world, an oasis of peace 

and political stability, economic and social development, and tolerance.

On this historic occasion, I would like to commend the bilateral relations 

which join between our two friendly countries the United Arab Emirates and 

Republic of India. These ties are based on the principles of cooperation and 

mutual respect and have reached the level of strategic partnership between 

the two countries and peoples in recent years. The mutual visits of the leaders 

and officials of the two countries, and the ever-increasing levels of trade, 

economic and cultural exchange, are a powerful indicator which stands 

witness to the strength of bilateral relations in various fields.
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Mr Sharafuddin Sharaf
Chairman, UIBC

Message

I would like to congratulate to the people of the UAE and its great leaders 

on the proud occasion of the 47th anniversary of the UAE's Union. It is 

the day of joy and pride, when we remember the inspiring journey of our 

founding fathers who have built this great country. 

On this glorious day, I pray to Allah Almighty to have mercy on the UAE's 

founding father, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and on the 

other co-founders of the Union. We are celebrating 2018 as 'Year of Zayed' to 

commemorate the memory of our beloved leader whose spirit lives on in us as 

an appeal to the future. H.H. Sheikh Zayed built our great nation by 

practising tolerance, hope and inclusion rather than fear and rejection.

The 47th National Day of the United Arab Emirates coincides with the 150th 

birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and centennial birth year of the late 

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan. The ideologies of these two great 

visionary leaders are similar as both of them believed in values of peace and 

tolerance; and worked towards building a bright future of the people. I pray 

Allah Almighty to grant them mercy and forgiveness.

It's heartening to see that both the Governments have decided to launch 

UAE-India exhibition named as 'Zayed-Gandhi Digital Museum' during this 

year, celebrating the legacy of the late visionary leaders of the two countries.

Over the years, the UAE and India have forged a robust relationship based on 

trade and commerce. The two countries have developed a special bond 

rooted in strong historical and cultural ties, bolstered by close and growing 

cooperation in various sectors. I believe that the bilateral initiatives being 

taken by both the governments in the realm of trade, tourism, culture, 

amongst other sectors, will further deepen our mutual interests and 

understanding.

UIBC, the Joint Business Council set up by both the Governments, is 

committed to further enhancing this partnership and looks forward to 

working together to create an inclusive bilateral trade environment between 

UAE and India.
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My religion is based on truth and non-
violence. Truth is my God. Non-violence 
is the means of realising Him.

Mahatma Gandhi

No matter how many buildings, foundations, 
schools and hospitals we build, or how many 
bridges we raise, all these are material 
entities. The real spirit behind the progress 
is the human spirit, the able man with his 
intellect and capabilities.

Sheikh Zayed
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Mahatma Gandhi and Sheikh Zayed were inspiring examples of tolerance and wisdom and staunch advocates of peaceful 
co-existence. The two leaders laid the foundations that allowed our nations to take giant leaps towards development and 
prosperity. In modern history, the noble values and human principles of the late Gandhi and Zayed will remain a source of 
inspiration for successive generations to spread love, peace and harmony between peoples, inspire the spirit of ambition, 
and aspirations for a brighter future. His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces.
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ZAYED-GANDHI MUSEUM

W
ith this year marking 100th birth anniversary of H.H. Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan and 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, H.H. Sheikh 

Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister of Foreign Affairs along with Indian External Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma Swaraj had unveiled 

plans, during his visit to India in June 2018, to launch the rst of its kind joint UAE-India exhibition named the ‘Zayed-Gandhi Digital Museum’ 

during 2018, celebrating the legacy of the late visionary leaders of the two countries.

The initiative allows people to gain an insight into the lives and legacies of these two exceptional leaders. It also reafrms the historical ties and shared 

values of peace, tolerance and sustainability between the UAE and India. Curated by Birad Rjaram Yajnik, who also curated Hyderabad’s Mahatma 

Gandhi Museum, the Zayed-Gandhi Museum is due to be located in Abu Dhabi. In millennial fashion, however, the museum is digital and is likely to 

move to other emirates in the UAE. The interactive exhibition will house rare photos, videos and objects, amongst many other historical artifacts 

representing the life, works and philosophies of both renowned leaders using cutting edge technologies.

The ideologies of Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan and Mahatma Gandhi, the founding fathers of the UAE and 
India, are similar. Sheikh Zayed and Mahatma Gandhi are more relevant than ever in today� s violent world. Both 
of them were not deterred by challenges and obstacles to build the nation. They believed in interacting with the 

common man to achieve a better life for their people. These leaders have ruled with compassion and passion. 

Source:
1. UAE Embassy, New Delhi
2. Gulf News
3. Mille
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The year 2018 marks 100 years since the birth of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 

Al Nahyan, the Founding Father of the UAE, who passed away in 2004.

To commemorate this historic national occasion, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates has declared that 2018 

will ofcially be known in the UAE as the Year of Zayed.

The Year of Zayed will feature a series of events and initiatives in the UAE and 

internationally, designed to commemorate the memory of the late Sheikh Zayed, 

and showcase his impact and legacy, and promote the values that he displayed 

throughout his life in creative and interactive ways.

Consistent with the values of the late Sheikh Zayed, it is intended that the Year of 

Zayed will involve people of all ages, nationalities, faiths and backgrounds in the 

UAE and internationally.

The Year of Zayed is being coordinated by the Founder’s Ofce and Local 

Committees for the Year of Zayed established in each Emirate; all under the 

guidance of the Higher National Committee for the Year of Zayed.

Source: www.zayed.ae
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SHEIKH ZAYED - BIOGRAPHY

Background and Early Life

Sheikh Zayed was born in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in 1918 to Sheikh Sultan Bin Zayed, the Ruler of Abu Dhabi from 1922-1926. He was the youngest of 

Sheikh Sultan's four sons and was named after his famous grandfather, known as ‘Zayed the Great’, the Ruler of the Emirate from 1885-1909.

Sheikh Zayed had a strong passion for anything with which a trueborn Arab is identied such as falconry, riding Arabian thoroughbred camels and 

horses and mastering archery. His character was shaped in his early youth, while living in the city of Al Ain. Its calm and vast expanses were 

instrumental in developing his leadership qualities.

As the Ruler's Representative in the Eastern Region

In 1946, Sheikh Zayed was appointed as representative of his brother, Sheikh Shakhbut Bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, in the Eastern Region. During his twenty 
years as his brother's representative, Sheikh Zayed gained a reputation as a natural born leader who ruled by example. Sheikh Zayed became not only a 
well-known, but also a popular and respected leader who was eager to listen to all his subjects and whose decisions were based on the consensus of the 
various tribes in the region. 

15
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He frequently travelled to even the remotest 
parts of the region in order to consult with 
people regarding their needs. He kept an open 
majlis, maintained close ties with his people 
and personally oversaw the implementation of 
reforms. He was the paragon of generosity and 
hospitality.

Sir Wilfred Thesiger, the famous British traveler 

who documented his famous trips across the 

Empty Quarter, noted in his book ‘Arabian 

Sands' that Sheikh Zayed was “a strongly-built 

man, with a brown beard. He was shrewd and 

sharp-witted, and his manner was quiet but 

masterful”. Thesiger remarked that Sheikh 

Zayed was a man whom he looked forward to 

meeting as “He had a great reputation among 

the Bedouins. They liked him for his easy, 

informal ways and his friendliness, and they 

respected his strong character, his shrewdness 

and his physical strength. They said admiringly 

‘Zayed is a Bedouin. He knows a lot about 

camels, can ride them like us, is a sharpshooter 

and a skillful ght'.”

The traveler described the young Sheikh Zayed's 

governing style by saying “Zayed as the leader 

of a large family is always willing to listen to 

people's problems and then to nd the right 

solution, settling disputes to the satisfaction of 

all, in a manner characterized by intelligence, 

wisdom and justice.” The former British 

Captain of the Trucial Oman Scouts, Anthony 

Shepherd, recounts in his book ‘Arabian 

Adventure' his impressions of his meeting with 

Sheikh Zayed stating “He was a man who 

commanded the respect, admiration and loyalty 

of the Bedouins living in the deserts around 

Buraimi. He was the most commanding gure 

in the Trucial States”.

After visiting Sheikh Zayed in Al Ain, Colonel 
Hugh Boustead, the British Political Agent in 
Abu Dhabi, wrote: “I was always astonished at 
the sheer size of the crowd who gathered 
around him whenever he toured Buraimi, and 
who treated him with the sort of reverence and 
attention due to a minor saint. He invariably had 
a kind word for everybody, and was most 
generous with his money. I was immediately 
struck by all that had been done in Al ‘Ain, his 
hometown, and in the Buraimi area, for the 
benet of the people. Water ducts had been dug 
out to increase the water supply to the gardens, 

water wells were sunk and pumps were 
supplied and modern baths for men and women 
had been built in the falajs. Everyone who 
visited Al Ain noticed the happiness of the 
people in the area”.

The British scholar, Clarence Mann, visited the 
Eastern Region and attended Sheikh Zayed's 
majlis. In his book ‘Abu Dhabi: Birth of an Oil 
Sheikhdom' he noted that “The choice of Sheikh 
Zayed as a successor to his brother was logical 
and predictable, and perhaps in the best 
interests of the Sheikhdom. Next to Sheikh 

Shakh but he has always been the most 
inuential person in the Sheikhdom. He 
controlled directly all villages in the area, with 
the exception of those under the control of 
Muscat, and his inuence stretched throughout 
Al-Dhafrah. He is highly respected by the 
Bedouins because he knows and practices their 
ways and traditions, He used whatever little 
money he had to introduce reforms in Buraimi. 
Thanks to him, the Bedouins pledged allegiance 
to Abu Dhabi. His fairness, reformist attitude 
and exceptional political skills made him the 
natural leader of Abu Dhabi ”

The Ruler of Abu Dhabi

The discovery of oil in the late 1950s 

transformed the economic landscape of the 

Abu Dhabi as it ushered the beginning of its 

development. In 1962, as the Emirate began 

exporting oil, it was immediately apparent that 

an innovative vision of governance was 

needed to address the new challenges and to 

optimize the utilization of oil revenues. The Al-

Nahyan family unanimously elected Sheikh 

Zayed as the new Ruler of the Emirate on 

August 6, 1966. Thus a new phase of the 

history of Abu Dhabi started.

Sheikh Zayed carried out major reforms, such 

as modern education, healthcare, public 

housing, and general urban development. He 

drew up a plan for a major development and 

encouraged his people to participate 

wholeheartedly in the process, bringing in 

foreign expertise as appropriate. A few days 

after assuming ofce, the establishment of a 

modern formal government with its ministries 

and departments was announced and the new 

government was entrusted with the task of 

conducting the affairs of the state.

Sheikh Zayed’s priorities included building 

new roads, construction of a bridge to link Abu 

Dhabi Island to the mainland and the 

establishment of schools, houses, medical 

services, a seaport and an airport. Thus, Abu 

Dhabi was transformed beyond recognition, as 

it became a huge construction site with the 

noise of machines and equipment everywhere. 

Thousands of local people moved from barasti 

(palm frond) houses into modern homes. 

Modern roads were built over the desert sand 

and fresh water supply and electricity were 

connected to every house. Education shifted 

from the religious system of ‘Mutawiah' to a 

modern educational system and literacy 

classes were held for those who had not 

previously benetted from education. The 

desert Bedouins began to receive medical 

services from clinics for the rst time. His 

deve l opmen t  ven tu re  succeeded  i n 

eradicating ages of backwardness.

Source: www.zayed.ae Source: www.zayed.ae
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of the new state for ve years. The Supreme 
Council of the Union expressed their 
condence in Sheikh Zayed by re-electing him 
several times. Sheikh Zayed was the 
president, the builder and the caring father of 
the nation. Sheikh Rashid Bin Saeed Al 
Maktoum was elected vice-president.

Sheikh Zayed followed up the affairs of his 

newly born developing state and spent the oil 
revenues on various sectors in the UAE, 
especially those in need of development. He  
looked after the economy, education, heritage 
and culture. Thanks to Sheikh Zayed’s acumen 
and broad-mindedness, the UAE acquired 
good reputation among Arab and foreign 
countries. The security and stability of the UAE 
strengthened such a reputation further. 

The Rulers of the Emirates who are the 
members of the Federal Supreme Council, 
agreed on drawing up a provisional federal 
constitution for an effective governance that 
denes the authorities of the federal 
institutions in a state adopting modern 
management methods and seeking at the 
same time to maintain the traditional form of 
direct democracy.

GCC: A Greater Ambition

Having a deep inner conviction in the benets of closer cooperation not only among the seven emirates of the UAE , but also among all Gulf States, 
Sheikh Zayed was a leading force in the foundation of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). His vision was translated into action by bringing together the 
Gulf countries, which shared not only similar economies, but also a history based on common tribal social structures.

On the basis of such common grounds, Sheikh Zayed aimed at, and succeeded in establishing a formal regional and political entity. The GCC charter 
was signed by the heads of its member states consisting of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates in their rst 
summit that was held in Abu Dhabi on May 25, 1981.

President of the UAE 

In 1968, when Britain announced its intention 
to withdraw its bases from East of Suez, it 
became imperative for the Emirates to take 
some steps to change the course of history in 
the region; especially that the Arabian Gulf 
region was vulnerable to occupation by 

expansionist powers. Sheikh Zayed and Sheikh 
Rashid Bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Ruler of Dubai 
at that time, undertook an initiative that had a 
great impact on subsequent events. On 
February 18, 1968, they signed Al Samih 
agreement, which resulted in major changes 
that set the stage for the discussions of the 
Union of the Nine that took place among the 

seven Emirates and their sister states Bahrain 
and Qatar later on. Finally, this led to the 
unication of the Emirates under the name the 
“United Arab Emirates” after both Bahrain and 
Qatar announced their independence.

The UAE was founded on December 2, 1971, 
and Sheikh Zayed was unanimously elected by 
the rulers of the Emirates as the rst president 

Developing Industrial Sectors 
and Infrastructure

From the start, Sheikh Zayed's vision involved 
the development of the industrial sector of the 
newly formed UAE, recognizing that oil was a 
non-renewable resource. His primary focus 
was on developing the manufacturing sector of 
his country, as a result of which the UAE enjoyed 
a boom, especially in the Seventies of the last 
century.

The development of the country's infrastructure 
was another pressing issue for Sheikh Zayed. 
From the very start of his rule, road 
construction, telephone lines and the 

establishment of national media were 
recognized as vital to link up the seven Emirates 
with each another. The new roads, international 
airports and seaports quickly enabled the UAE 
to play a prominent role in the modern industrial 
world and to take its well-deserved place 
among the world's most highly developed 
industrial nations.

The 19th of Ramadan 1425 A.H., correspondent 
to November 2nd, 2004 A.D. is sadly an 
unforgettable date as the United Arab Emirates 
lost its Leader, the Founder of its Federation 
after a long march of giving that lasted for four 
decades. The old and the young mourned his 
death, which shocked all UAE people.

Arab and foreign countries mourned the death 
of Sheik Zayed, and people all over the world 
expressed their sadness for his loss. World 
leaders issued sad obituaries lled with 
expressions of sorrow for a loss of a man who is 
respected and appreciated by the whole world, 
and whose accomplishments are numerous.

The UAE people found solace in Zayed’s sons 
who grew up by his side, absorbing his 
knowledge as he is the greatest tutor in 
leadership and fair governance. His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed was the worthy 
successor to the best predecessor as he 
assumed power with the consent and blessings 
of all UAE Sheikhs and people.

Source: www.zayed.ae Source: www.zayed.ae
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ZAYED’S TIMELESS LEGACY…

Sheikh Zayed oversaw construction of the UAE’s first 
skyscraper, airports, schools, hospitals, ports and 

infrastructure such as the roads and bridges. He would 
personally travel across the UAE to oversee construction 
projects, which paved the way for the huge cities we see 

today in the nation.

Under Sheikh Zayed’s leadership, the UAE was
recognised internationally as being a leading nation
in the provision of foreign aid, something the UAE

continues to provide to those in need to this day.

Today, women hold high level positions in
governmental and private organisations across the UAE.
This was a trend ignited by Sheikh Zayed, as he placed

great trust and provided huge support to the women
that wished to forge themselves a career in the UAE.

Sheikh Zayed cared deeply for the environment and for
animals. His environmental initiatives included the
planting of over 100 million trees in the UAE. He built
nature reserves and insisted upon wildlife conservation.
Today the UAE takes the lead on sustainable
development within the region, including its push to
become a paperless government by 2021.

Sheikh Zayed not only recognised the need for unity
among the seven tribes of the emirates, he called for
wider unity among the Arab world. Today the GCC
exists as a direct result of Zayed’s commitment to
solidarity and harmony with neighbouring Arab nations.

Zayed wanted nothing more than for the safety and
improved living standards for his people. He used every
available resource to improve life for Emiratis, and the
legacy of his selflessness in that respect can be seen to this
day, as Emirati people are blessed with opportunities and
support if they show commitment and ambition to
progress and prosper along with the nation.

Construction

Foreign aid

Empowerment of Emirati women
Investment in Emirati people

Arab unity

Environmenatal Care

Source: UAE Ministry of Finance
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From Mohan to Mahatma

It has been seventy years since Mahatma Gandhi departed from our midst. But his life and soul continue to animate humanity transcending national 

and international boundaries. His contribution to human development is far too great and varied to have been forgotten or to be overlooked. The world 

today recognizes him as a far more compelling social innovator than humanity ever realized.

The life of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi is a story of heroic effort to establish the values of Truth and Non-violence in human life. In pursuing this 

objective Gandhiji became a Mahatma from a mere ‘Monya’. He became a messenger, for the people of the world surrounded by re of violence in the 

twentieth century. He also became ‘The Father of The Nation’. He saved India and Britain from mutual hate and revenge by resorting to the experiment of 

Truth and Non-violence in India’s struggle for freedom. This created an atmosphere which made it possible for other countries of Asia and Africa to free 

themselves without bloodshed from the hold of the European countries which had subdued them in the nineteenth century.

Source: www.gandhi.gov.in
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Being born in a middle class Vaishnava family and brought up in that atmosphere till he joined school and received instruction according to the system 

then prevailing, he lived, dressed and dined in the way all children of that class did. Later, he went to England for studies and changed his dress to suit 

the conditions of that country. But in food and certain other matters, he remained true to the lesson he had learnt early in life. 

On his return to India after being called to the Bar, he passed through difcult times as all beginners in the profession of the law have to do and it was as 

a lawyer that he went to South Africa to help a client. He had, however, to spend many years there as the condition of Indians and the treatment they 

received demanded that he should serve them rather than return to India. His struggle with the authorities brought about a considerable change in his 

life and by the time he returned to India, he had already become a Mahatma. His dress in India on his return was different from what he used to wear 

when he was practicing as a Barrister and conformed to the old Kathiawadi type.

If in South Africa, it was the 

Railway Ticket Collector who 

paved the way for the birth of a 

Satyagrahi. In India, it was a poor 

peasant  f rom Champaran, 

Rajkumar Shukla, who provided 

him a platform to test the power of 

Satyagraha on the Indian soil. His 

campaign in favour of the non-co-

operation movement brought 

about another change which 

i d e n t i  e d  h i s  o u t w a r d 

appearance with that of the 

humblest and lowliest of the land 

and he stuck to the loin cloth till he 

departed with the name of God on 

his lips.

Mahatma Gandhi was imprisoned 

several times in his pursuit of 

non-cooperation and undertook 

many ‘fasts’ to protest against the 

oppression of the down trodden in 

India.

He invented the techniques of 

mass –civil disobedience in 

South Africa which were later 

emulated in India and across the 

world.

On January 30th, 1948, the 

assassin’s bullet ended the 

physical existence of Mahatma 

Gandhi and made him immortal 

who left an indelible legacy to the 

mankind – ‘My l i fe  is  my 

Message’.

Source: www.gandhi.gov.in Source: www.gandhi.gov.in
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Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
born Oct 2 in Porbandar, Gujarat

1869

1888-91
Trains as barrister 
in London

1893
Moves to South Africa, 
begins campaign against 
racial oppression of 
Indian immigrants

1919
Amritsar Massacre. 

Gandhi launches Non-
Cooperation movement

1915
Returns to India

1922
Leads thousands in Salt 
March to extract salt from 
seawater in deance of 
British tax on salt

1930
Sentenced to six years 

in jail for sedition

1947
India wins independence. Gandhi fasts as 
penance for inter-communal violence which 
follows partition of India and Pakistan

1948
Jan 30: Gandhi 
assassinated in Delhi

1931
Attends London conference on 
Indian self-rule as sole 
representative of Indian 
National Congress

1942
Quit India 
Movement 
launched

27

Sheikh Zayed is born in Abu Dhabi, the youngest of Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan's four sons. His father was Ruler of Abu Dhabi from 1922-1926.
n At the time of his birth, the emirate was undeveloped. Its economy was mostly 

based on shing, pearl diving and some agriculture.
n Late 1920s and '30s: Sheikh Zayed spends time in the desert with the Bedouin tribesmen, learning 

their ways and gaining an appreciation of the environment. It's here he falls in love with falconry.

1918

1958

Oil is discovered in Abu Dhabi. The discovery will transform the 
country's economy when export of the region's crude begins four 
years later. Sheikh Zayed quickly realizes the enormous potential 
of oil industry revenue.

1960
The rst hospital 

in Al Ain is 
founded on the 
instructions of 
Sheikh Zayed.

1966
Sheikh Zayed becomes ruler of the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi. His leadership marks the beginning of a 
modern administrative structure, while ensuring that 
traditions of the past are maintained and preserved.

1981
Following Sheikh Zayed's initiative, the UAE, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman form the Arab Gulf Cooperation 
Council (AGCC) at a summit conference in Abu Dhabi.

2004
Sheikh Zayed dies. 
His son Khalifa 
Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan becomes 
president of the 
UAE.

1953

Sheikh Zayed makes 
his rst visit to Europe. 
He is so impressed by 
the schools and 
hospital he visits that 
he's inspired to 
replicate them for his 
own people.

1946
Sheikh Zayed becomes the 
ruler's representative in 
the Eastern Region of Abu 
Dhabi, serving in this post 
until 1966.

1976
United Arab Emirates University is 
formed by Sheikh Zayed.

The United Arab 
Emirates is formed. 

Sheikh Zayed becomes 
the rst president of 

the UAE on Dec. 2.

1971

ZAYED-GANDHI: TIMELINE
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“Trade depended on the monsoons,” a Ras Al Khaimah businessman is quoted as saying in William and Fidelity Lancaster's 2011 
book Honour is in Contentment: Life Before Oil in Ras Al Khaimah and Some Neighbouring Regions. “The trading boats were ... big, 
three to �ve hundred tons carrying capacity, with crews of 40 to 60 men,” the trader went on. “Ras Al Khaimah wasn't self-sufficient, 
it had to trade. It depended on imported grain, mostly rice, and it had to import cloth and clothes from India.”

It's no wonder that Indian culture, food, fabrics and architecture can still be seen in the UAE with such an intricate mix of the two 
regions happening over the course of thousands of years. Moreover, currency also played its part in knitting India and the UAE 
together when, for a few decades in the mid-20th century, the seven emirates adopted the Indian rupee as its legal tender. In 1973, 
two years after the UAE was formed, the UAE Dirham came into being.

Indian Diaspora  in UAE

About 3.3 million strong  and vibrant 
Indian community forms the largest 
expatriate group in the UAE

UAE's economic, political and cultural links with India, which date back to centuries, are matured and multi-dimensional. 
Due to UAE's strategic location between India and the rest of the Middle East, trade and commerce have long been a part 
of the historic relationship between these two countries.

Indian sailors and �shermen, using the winds of the monsoon season, sailed to the Arabian Peninsula to trade and sell goods, with 
merchants in what is now the UAE actively part of this international trade in the Indian Ocean from as early as 5,000 years ago. 
Indian merchants from the Indus Valley brought timber, spices and grain, while merchants in modern-day Sharjah and Ras Al 
Khaimah in the UAE traded copper, pottery and beadwork.

Traders in Ras Al Khaimah and Sharjah also set up �ourishing businesses that exported pearls, horses and Basra dates to India. 
Pearls paid for many imported goods, much in the way that oil does today, and the pearl business allowed trade to thrive well into 
the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries.

UAE - India Bilateral Relations

Oil & Gas

UAE is the 6th largest supplier of crude 
oil to India and accounts for about 6% of 
India’s total crude imports. UAE is also 
the 3rd largest source of LPG and POL.

Air Connectivity

1,065 weekly passenger �ights 
operating between UAE and India

Export Destination

UAE ranks �rst among the destinations 
for India’s exports in the WANA region 
and among the GCC countries

Bilateral relations began in 1972

n UAE opened an embassy in
New Delhi 1972

n  India opened an embassy in
Abu Dhabi in 1973

Bilateral Trade

Total trade between UAE and India is 
projected to reach $100 billion in next 
few years from $53 billion in FY 2017

Source:

1. An Introduction to the UAE’s History with India https://theculturetrip.com/middle-east/united-arab-emirates/articles/an-introduction-to-the-uaes-history-with-india/ 

2. How UAE-India ties are built on 5,000 years of trade – and a shared currency https://www.thenational.ae/world/how-uae-india-ties-are-built-on-5-000-years-of-trade-and-a-shared-currency-1.206084 

3. UAE Embassy, New Delhi

4.  Ministry of External Affairs, India

30 31
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About 3.3 million strong  and vibrant 
Indian community forms the largest 
expatriate group in the UAE

UAE's economic, political and cultural links with India, which date back to centuries, are matured and multi-dimensional. 
Due to UAE's strategic location between India and the rest of the Middle East, trade and commerce have long been a part 
of the historic relationship between these two countries.

Indian sailors and �shermen, using the winds of the monsoon season, sailed to the Arabian Peninsula to trade and sell goods, with 
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UAE - India Bilateral Relations

Oil & Gas

UAE is the 6th largest supplier of crude 
oil to India and accounts for about 6% of 
India’s total crude imports. UAE is also 
the 3rd largest source of LPG and POL.

Air Connectivity

1,065 weekly passenger �ights 
operating between UAE and India

Export Destination

UAE ranks �rst among the destinations 
for India’s exports in the WANA region 
and among the GCC countries

Bilateral relations began in 1972

n UAE opened an embassy in
New Delhi 1972

n  India opened an embassy in
Abu Dhabi in 1973

Bilateral Trade

Total trade between UAE and India is 
projected to reach $100 billion in next 
few years from $53 billion in FY 2017

Source:

1. An Introduction to the UAE’s History with India https://theculturetrip.com/middle-east/united-arab-emirates/articles/an-introduction-to-the-uaes-history-with-india/ 

2. How UAE-India ties are built on 5,000 years of trade – and a shared currency https://www.thenational.ae/world/how-uae-india-ties-are-built-on-5-000-years-of-trade-and-a-shared-currency-1.206084 

3. UAE Embassy, New Delhi

4.  Ministry of External Affairs, India
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With Indian Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s recent visit to the UAE in February 2018, his second visit in less than three years, UAE-India friendly 
ties have today transcended to that of an exemplary multifaceted strategic partnership. The historic visit of the Indian Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi to the UAE on 16-17 August 2015, after 34 years when Indian PM visited the UAE, marked the beginning of a new, comprehensive and strategic 
partnership between the two countries.

Later in a reciprocal visit, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces visited India from February 10-12, 2016 on a State visit and subsequently, the Crown Prince visited as the Chief Guest of Republic Day 
Celebration of India on January 26, 2017. There has been regular exchange of high level visits in the last three years that has led to further intensifying 
and strengthening the UAE-India bilateral engagement.
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High Level Bilateral Visits

l H.H. Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan 
visited India in 1975 
and 1992

l H.H. Sheikh 
Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President & 
Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, visited India in 
March 2007, March 
2010 and May 2011

l UAE’s Deputy Prime 
Minister and the 
Minister of the 
Interior, H.H. Sheikh 
Saif Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, visited India 
in November 2011

l Smt. Indira Gandhi 
visited UAE in May 
1981

l Shri Narendra Modi 
visited UAE on 16-17 
August, 2015 and on 
10-11February, 2018

l H.H. Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
visited India on 24-
30 June 2018. He 
had earlier visited 
India in September 
2015, June 2007, 
June 2011, May 2012 
and December 2013

l Shri Pranab 
Mukherjee visited 
UAE in May 2008

l Shri S. M. Krishna 
visited Abu Dhabi 
UAE on April 16, 
2012

l Shri Salman Khurshid 
visited UAE on March 
13, 2013

l Smt. Sushma Swaraj, 
visited UAE on 10-13 
Nov, 2014

l Dr. Fakhruddin Ali 
Ahmed visited UAE in 
November 1976

l Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 
paid a State visit to 
the UAE in October 
2003

l Smt. Pratibha 
Devisingh Patil paid a 
State visit to UAE in 
November 2010

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces 
visited India on 24-26 January 2017 as the honoured Chief Guest at India's 68th Republic Day celebrations. His Highness had also 
visited India on 10-12 February 2016

Crown Prince’s
Visits

UAE India UAE India UAE India

Presidential Visits Prime Ministerial Visits Foreign Ministers’ Visits

UAE-India Political Relations

UAE-India relationship ourished after the accession of H.H. 
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan as the Ruler of Abu Dhabi in 
1966 and subsequently with the creation of the UAE Federation 
in 1971. Both countries soon established diplomatic relations in 
1972 with UAE Embassy in India opening in 1972 and Indian 
Embassy in UAE opening in 1973. Since then, both sides have 
made sincere efforts to improve relations in all elds.

The bilateral relations have received impetus from time-to-time 
with exchange of high-level visits from both sides. It’s 
heartening to see that four high-level visits have been made by 
the leadership of both the countries in the past three years alone.

Source:
1. Ministry of External Affairs, India
2. Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, UAE

Source: Gulf News
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UAE-India Trade Volume (2011-17)

(In USD Million)

Source: UAE Ministry of Economy Source: UAE Ministry of Economy

34 35

UAE-India Economic & Commercial Relations

The stronger political ties between the UAE and India have led to deeper economic collaboration between both the countries. The bilateral relations 
between the two nations, which was earlier characterized by the exchange of labour, oil and other goods, now witnesses new advancements in the eld 
of articial intelligence, block-chain, mutual defense, naval and counter terrorism interests.

The bilateral trade has been steadily growing over the years with the constant increase of people-to-people contacts between the two nations. In order 
to strengthen the bilateral trade ties further, both the nations have engaged in many memorandum and signed many agreements pertaining to 
facilitation of Institutional Investors in infrastructure, cooperation in renewable energy, cooperation in combating cyber-crimes, cultural exchange, 
defence, space, skill development, etc. in the recent years.

The UAE is among the top investors in India in terms of foreign direct investments. The UAE has invested over USD 5.8 billion in India through foreign 
direct investment until mid of 2018. While, India has invested USD 6.6 billion in the UAE at the end of 2016.

UAE-India bilateral trade remained steady despite global headwinds in the recent years. The bilateral trade was valued at about USD 50 billion during 
scal year 2017-18, making India the second-largest trading partner of the UAE, while the UAE continued to be India’s third-largest trading partner.
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UAE-India Trade Growth and Balance (2011-17)

(In USD Million)

UAE-India Direct Trade Items (2017)

(In USD Million)
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UAE-India Joint Commission (JCM)

The UAE-India Commission Meeting (JCM) is one of the most important institutional mechanisms between the two countries for 
discussing the entire gamut of bilateral partnership. The last meeting of the UAE-India Joint Commission was held in September 
2015. H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation led a delegation to India for the 11th session of the UAE-India Joint Commission Meeting for Technical and Economic 
Cooperation held on September 2-3, 2015 in New Delhi. His Highness was accompanied by Her Excellency Reem Ebrahim Al 
Hashimy, Minister of State for International Cooperation, UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation.

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan co-chaired the Meeting of the Joint Commission with Smt. Sushma Swaraj, Indian 
External Affairs Minister. During the Joint Commission Meeting, the two sides discussed subjects in areas like, Trade & 
Commerce; Investments; Finance & Banking; Energy, Hydro-carbons, Petrochemicals & Fertilizers; Defence and Space; 
Transport, Civil Aviation, Ports & Meteorogy; Health & Agriculture, Education, Culture & Tourism; Security and Combating Crime; 
Immigration, Consular and Indian Community related issues and arrived on agreements to enhance cooperation in these areas. 

The two sides signed MoUs on cooperation in the areas of Higher Education & Scientic Research, Tourism, Specications and 
Measures, for cooperation between the respective Telecom Regulatory Authorities. A MoU was also signed between the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Federation of UAE Chambers of Commerce & Industry.

On this occasion, UAE-India Business Council (an industry driven bilateral trade & investment promotion council) was 
inaugurated by the two Foreign Ministers. The Business Council works towards creating an inclusive bilateral trade environment 
between the UAE and India by linking businesses from both the countries, and supporting long-term commercial partnerships for 
developing strategic relationships between businesses and government ofcials from both the countries.
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UAE-India Strategic Dialogue

Pursuant to the Joint Statement issued during the 
visit of H.H. Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi to India in 
February 2016, UAE-India Strategic Dialogue at the 
level of MoS was institutionalized by both the 
Governments. In order to elevate the relations to a 
'Comprehensive Strategic Partnership' during the 
exchange of the visits at the highest level between 
India and the United Arab Emirates in August 2015 
and February 2016, the two sides organised Strategic 
Dialogue between the two Foreign Ofces.

The rst meeting of the Strategic Dialogue was co-
chaired by H.E. Dr. Anwar Bin Mohammed Gargash, 

UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Shri M.J. Akbar, Indian Minister of State for External Affairs on 
20th January in New Delhi. The Strategic Dialogue was also attended by strong delegation drawn from a number of relevant 
Ministries and Departments.

During the meeting, the two sides discussed a number of issues ranging from cooperation in the areas of trade & investments to 
expanding the bilateral cooperation to new areas under the strategic partnership, inter alia in the areas of energy security & 
renewable energy, defence & security, electronics & information technology and space. 

The meeting provided a timely opportunity to prepare for the forthcoming State visit of the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi as the Chief 
Guest at the Republic Day celebrations, 2017. The two sides agreed on a number of new initiatives to further strengthen the 
bilateral cooperation and on signing of fresh instruments of cooperation.

The second meeting of the Strategic Dialogue was co-chaired by H.E. Dr. Anwar Bin Mohammed Gargash, UAE Cabinet 
Member and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Shri M.J. Akbar, Indian Minister of State for External Affairs on 29th October 
2017 in Abu Dhabi.

In the meeting, both sides highlighted the importance of strategic bilateral dialogue in enhancing the co-ordination and co-
operation between the two countries. Both dignitaries and their respective delegation members discussed means of 
consolidating strategic co-operation in the areas of defence, investment, security, terrorism, consular matters, energy and 
technology covering the entire gamut of bilateral, regional and international matters of mutual interest.

During the discussion, both sides expressed satisfaction at the great progress achieved in the bilateral relationship, anchored on 
regular high-level visits and extensive people-to-people contacts. The visit of Indian Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi to the 
UAE in August 2015 and Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan to India in February 
2016 and subsequently as the Chief Guest at the Republic Day celebrations during January 2017 have elevated the relationship to 
a comprehensive strategic partnership.
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Source: Ministry of External Affairs, India Source:
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2. UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
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UAE-India High Level Task Force on Investments

The UAE-India High level Task Force (HLTF) on Investment was established in May 2012. The High Level Joint Task Force is co-

chaired by Chief of the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince's Court and Managing Director of Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA), and 

Indian Union Minister for Commerce and Industry.

HLTFI is a platform to address and resolve mutual issues and difculties associated with existing investments between the two 

countries and to promote and facilitate cross-border investments in key priority sectors of investments that include energy and 

natural resources, infrastructure, aviation, industry and the private sector. The details of UAE-India High Level Task Force 

meetings are given below:

High Level Task Force Meetings Major Outcomes/ MoU's

First meeting was co-chaired by H.H. 
Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince 
Court and Shri Anand Sharma, Indian 
Union Minister for Commerce & Industry 
on 18 February 2013 in Abu Dhabi

Ÿ Setting up of working groups to strengthen and develop 
bilateral relations in the investment �elds. 

Ÿ Agreement on the format and structure of future discussions, 
including the allocation of USD 2 billion for investments in 
infrastructure projects in India and support the establishment 
of a strategic oil reserve in India. 

Second meeting was co-chaired by H.H. 
Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince 
Court and Shri Anand Sharma, Indian 
Union Minister for Commerce & Industry 
on 3 March 2014 in Mumbai

Ÿ Setting up of another joint working group for establishment of 
a strategic petroleum reserve in India.

Ÿ Plan of action was agreed for the resolution of current pending/ 
legacy issues.
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High Level Task Force Meetings Major Outcomes/ MoU's

Third meeting was co-chaired by H.H. 
Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Crown 
P r i n c e  C o u r t  a n d  S m t .  N i r m a l a 
Sitharaman, Indian Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Commerce 
and Industry on 13 October 2015 in Abu 
Dhabi

Ÿ Both sides agreed to make the best efforts to conclude the 
detailed discussions on the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding between Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 
(ADNOC), and Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. (ISPRL).

Ÿ Also, it  was agreed to explore potential  investment 
opportunities in various upstream and downstream oil projects 
in the UAE, India and other countries of mutual interest. 

Ÿ It was also agreed to discuss collaboration in the �eld of R&D 
between Masdar Institute and institutions in India in various 
research areas, including sustainable energy, energy efficiency, 
environment-friendly buildings,  energy storage and 
collaboration in the development of green cities, in line with 
India's "100 Smart Cities" initiative.

Fourth meeting was co-chaired by H.H. 
Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Crown 
P r i n c e  C o u r t  a n d  S m t .  N i r m a l a 
Sitharaman, Indian Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Commerce 
and Industry on 2 -3 February 2016 in 
New Delhi

Ÿ Both sides noted the potential to further enhance their bilateral 
investments by collaborating closely to identify bottlenecks to 
trade, new areas of trade and cooperation, and methods of 
trade promotion, with the target of increasing trade by 60% 
over the next �ve years.

Ÿ Mutual cooperation and identi�cation of investment 
opportunities in the critical R&D in defence manufacturing and 
semiconductor sectors.

Fifth meeting was co-chaired by H.H. 
Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Court and Shri Suresh Prabhu, 
Indian Union Minister for Commerce & 
Industry on 14th January 2018 in Abu 
Dhabi

Ÿ Discussions were focused on opportunities for cooperation and 
investment in the transport (railways and road sectors), energy 
and real estate sectors.

Ÿ Other key points of discussion at the meeting included the 
current classi�cation of all UAE based sovereign investment 
entities under a single 10% Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPI) limit 
in India, airline capacity entitlements and points of destination 
in India for passenger operations from UAE, etc.

Sixth meeting was co-chaired by H.H. 
Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Court and Shri Suresh Prabhu, 
Indian Union Minister for Commerce & 
Industry on 15th October 2018 in 
Mumbai

Ÿ Setting up of Fast Track Mechanism at the level of Secretary, 
DIPP, Government of India and UAE Ambassador to India to 
continuously monitor and resolve issues

Ÿ Both sides discussed in speci�c detail a number of potential 
investment projects in India, in the Highways sector; 
Infrastructure Corridor projects; Sagar Mala projects and New 
Green�eld Airports. 

Ÿ Speci�c in-depth discussions were held on the opportunities 
for cooperation and investment in the railway sectors.

Ÿ India-UAE Agro exports potential and Projects in Food 
Processing sector was also discussed.
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Ÿ Plan of action was agreed for the resolution of current pending/ 
legacy issues.
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High Level Task Force Meetings Major Outcomes/ MoU's

Third meeting was co-chaired by H.H. 
Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Crown 
P r i n c e  C o u r t  a n d  S m t .  N i r m a l a 
Sitharaman, Indian Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Commerce 
and Industry on 13 October 2015 in Abu 
Dhabi
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(ADNOC), and Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. (ISPRL).
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Ÿ It was also agreed to discuss collaboration in the �eld of R&D 
between Masdar Institute and institutions in India in various 
research areas, including sustainable energy, energy efficiency, 
environment-friendly buildings,  energy storage and 
collaboration in the development of green cities, in line with 
India's "100 Smart Cities" initiative.

Fourth meeting was co-chaired by H.H. 
Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Crown 
P r i n c e  C o u r t  a n d  S m t .  N i r m a l a 
Sitharaman, Indian Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Commerce 
and Industry on 2 -3 February 2016 in 
New Delhi

Ÿ Both sides noted the potential to further enhance their bilateral 
investments by collaborating closely to identify bottlenecks to 
trade, new areas of trade and cooperation, and methods of 
trade promotion, with the target of increasing trade by 60% 
over the next �ve years.

Ÿ Mutual cooperation and identi�cation of investment 
opportunities in the critical R&D in defence manufacturing and 
semiconductor sectors.

Fifth meeting was co-chaired by H.H. 
Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Court and Shri Suresh Prabhu, 
Indian Union Minister for Commerce & 
Industry on 14th January 2018 in Abu 
Dhabi

Ÿ Discussions were focused on opportunities for cooperation and 
investment in the transport (railways and road sectors), energy 
and real estate sectors.

Ÿ Other key points of discussion at the meeting included the 
current classi�cation of all UAE based sovereign investment 
entities under a single 10% Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPI) limit 
in India, airline capacity entitlements and points of destination 
in India for passenger operations from UAE, etc.

Sixth meeting was co-chaired by H.H. 
Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Court and Shri Suresh Prabhu, 
Indian Union Minister for Commerce & 
Industry on 15th October 2018 in 
Mumbai

Ÿ Setting up of Fast Track Mechanism at the level of Secretary, 
DIPP, Government of India and UAE Ambassador to India to 
continuously monitor and resolve issues

Ÿ Both sides discussed in speci�c detail a number of potential 
investment projects in India, in the Highways sector; 
Infrastructure Corridor projects; Sagar Mala projects and New 
Green�eld Airports. 

Ÿ Speci�c in-depth discussions were held on the opportunities 
for cooperation and investment in the railway sectors.

Ÿ India-UAE Agro exports potential and Projects in Food 
Processing sector was also discussed.
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UAE-India Energy Partnership
thThe UAE contributes signicantly to India's energy security and is the 6  largest crude oil source for India and supplies around 8 % of the petroleum 

requirement. With the recent acquisition of 10% stake in UAE’s Lower Zakhum offshore producing eld by Indian public sector oil and gas companies 

and the investment by ADNOC in Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve facility, during the visit of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the UAE in 

February 2018, the hydrocarbon sector engagements between the UAE and India have transformed from buyer-seller relationship to strategic partners 

in the energy sector.

Recently, Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) has signed another MoU with the Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves (ISPRL) on the sidelines of 

the Abu Dhabi International Petroleum Exhibition and Conference (ADIPEC) 2018 to explore the possibility of storing ADNOC crude oil at ISPRL’s 

underground oil storage facility at Padur in Karnataka, which has a 2.5 million tonne (approx. 17 million barrels) capacity. Under the MoU, ADNOC could 

store crude in two compartments at Padur.

This MoU between ADNOC and Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. follows the arrival, on November 4, of the nal shipment of the initial delivery of 

ADNOC crude to be stored in another ISPRL underground facility at Mangalore, also in Karnataka, which will store 5.86 million barrels of ADNOC crude oil.

The oil storage facility will not only help to boost India’s energy security, but also enable ADNOC to efciently and competitively meet market demand in 

India and across the fast developing South East Asian economies. ADNOC’s investment by way of crude oil in Indian SPR facility is the rst time that a 

private foreign entity, is lling up an Indian strategic petroleum reserve with crude oil. The initial Oil Storage and Management Agreement was signed in 

January 2017, during the State Visit by H.H Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed to India as Chief Guest at India’s Republic Day celebrations.

In June 2018, UAE’s ADNOC and Saudi’s Aramco have signed a MoU to jointly develop and build an integrated renery and petrochemicals complex at 

Ratnagiri in Maharashtra during the visit of H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation in 

New Delhi. The project will be implemented by Ratnagiri Renery & Petrochemicals Ltd. (RRPCL) and is slated to be developed with an estimated cost of 

USD 44 billion. ADNOC and Saudi Aramco will jointly own 50% of the new Joint Venture Company Ratnagiri Renery and Petrochemical Company Ltd, 

with the remaining 50% owned by the Indian Consortium. This is single largest overseas investment in the Indian rening sector.
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UAE-India Defence Cooperation

UAE-India bilateral defence interaction has been 
steadily growing in consonance with other aspects of 
the bilateral relationship. There have been regular 
high level exchanges at the level of Service Chiefs, 
functional level exchanges and military education 
exchanges between the countries. The naval ships of 
both countries have regularly made port calls 
enhancing bilateral defence co-operation. The UAE 
and India hold an Annual Defence Dialogue to 
discuss the security and defence co-operation 
issues between the two countries.

There have been goodwill visits of Indian Navy ships to the UAE from time to-time. However, the maritime cooperation between the two countries has 
increased steadily since the inaugural Navy-to-Navy Staff Talks in January 2007. Reciprocal port visits, high-level delegations and training exchanges 
have further bolstered naval cooperation between the two countries. The rst ever India-UAE Joint Air Forces exercise took place in September 2008 at 
the Al-Dhafra base in Abu Dhabi. India has also been a regular participant at the biennial International Defence Exhibition (IDEX) in Abu Dhabi.

The UAE and India are also members of Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), a voluntary and co-operative initiative between 30 countries of the 
Indian Ocean Region, which has served as an ideal forum for sharing of information and cooperation on maritime issues. The UAE hosted the meeting of 
the ‘Indian Ocean Naval Symposium’ (IONS) at Abu Dhabi in May 2010, where India handed over the Chairmanship of the IONS to the UAE.

The defence co-operation between the two countries is steered through a Joint Defence Co-operation Committee (JDCC) at the Ministry level and Naval 
Staff Talks at the HQ level which identied new areas of co-operation between the two nations. The Joint Defence Cooperation Committee (JDCC) 
formed under the defence cooperation agreement renewed in 2014 has been meeting regularly; and the last round of JDCC meeting was held in 
December 2017 in New Delhi and it was decided to conduct the rst bilateral Naval Exercise during 2018.

In May 2016, Shri Manohar Parikkar became the rst Indian Defence Minister to visit the UAE and discussed strengthening of military ties and explored 
possibilities for joint defence manufacturing and selling Indian military equipment to the UAE. This was followed by the signing of a MoU to cooperate in 
the eld of defence manufacturing and technology during the visit of Abu Dhabi Crown Prince in January 2017 as the Chief Guest of Indian Republic Day 
celebrations. Another agreement on maritime security cooperation and maritime education and training was also signed during the visit.

As a follow up, Indian Naval Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba visited the UAE in February 2017 and met with his counterpart and other Emirati leaders to 
discuss enhancing cooperation on maritime security in the Indian Ocean. In the same month, Shri Subhash Bhamre, Indian Minister of State for 
Defence also visited the UAE to discuss the modalities of expanding bilateral defence cooperation.

In October 2018, the UAE and India have agreed to further deepen their defence cooperation in a range of areas including military-to-military 
exchanges, training of personnel and defence production during the ofcial visit of H.E. Mohammed bin Ahmed Al Bowardi, UAE Minister of State for 
Defence Affairs to India at the invitation of Indian Defence Minister. In their meeting, both the ministers recognized that deeper bilateral defence 
cooperation has been emphasized by the leadership of both countries as a central element in the expanded India and UAE Strategic Partnership.
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UAE-India Social & Cultural Linkages

UAE-India share historical ties and have maintained regular cultural exchanges both at ofcial and popular levels. Both the countries have signed a 
Cultural Agreement in 1975. A bilateral Cultural Exchange Programme was signed between the countries for the period 1994-1996.

The importance of intensifying cultural interaction between the two countries was reinforced during the visit of Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra 
Modi to the United Arab Emirates in August 2015. During the visit of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces to India in February 2016 bilateral Cultural Exchange Programme 2016-18 was signed.

UAE had participated in Kochi Muziris Biennale in Kerala in 2016 and contributed in making the event a grand success. H.E. Dr Ahmed Albanna, UAE 
Ambassador to India inaugurated an UAE-India exhibition, exploring the bilateral relations between two countries across multiple disciplines, along 
with Kerala Tourism Minister Hon'ble Kadakampally Surendran. The exhibition celebrated the overlapping elements in Emirati-Indian cultures, which 
date back to decades and encompass social, urban and economic ties. Apart from the exhibition, a panel discussion on cultural exchange between 
India and the UAE was also organised on this occasion.

With the intention of extending a helping hand to the disabled and less fortunate people, especially kids, the UAE Embassy, in collaboration with Sun 
Foundation, Dubai’s Rashid Centre for the Disabled and FICCI, had organized a charitable ceremony 'A Gala Night of Hope' in May 2017 in New Delhi. 
The event, which also included an auction to raise funds for the children at both the foundations was attended by delegates from the UAE, business 
leaders and Bollywood personalities. H.E. Sheikh Jumaa Bin Maktoum Al Maktoum was the chief guest at the event. The event coincided with the "Year 
of Giving" initiative launched by the UAE President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan and the follow-up of Vice President and Prime 
Minister and Ruler of Dubai, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, to disseminate values of love and charity.

UAE-India Futures and Cultural Initiative was launched by International Institute for Cultural Diplomacy (IICD) in collaboration with the Imagindia 
Institute with the support of UAE Embassy in New Delhi to promote a range of Fora-Cultural from both the countries and to create powerful strategic 
partnership between UAE and India by promoting Soft and Cultural Diplomacy; and also bringing together Government and Industry to create 
meaningful opportunities in eld of knowledge and technology.

H.E. Dr. Abdul Rahman Al-Banna, UAE Ambassador to India had addressed the launch of the UAE-India Cultural Futures Initiative, which is in line with 
the Year of Zayed, and aims to further enhancing ties between the two nations via soft diplomacy. The event was attended by Dr. Mohamad Kamil Al 
Muaini, Chairman of the IICD, Dr. Svanzhu Trivedi, National Spokesman for the Bharatiya Janata Party, along with a number of diplomats and ofcials in 
India.

India was recognised as the 'Guest of Honour Country for the 15th Abu Dhabi Festival (ADF) held in March 2018 in Abu Dhabi. The Abu Dhabi Festival 
is the largest celebration of arts and culture in the Arabian Gulf. The one-month-long cultural festival had attracted participation from more than 500 
international artists and 40 composers from 30 countries. Merchants of Bollywood, a theatrical dance extravaganza, had opened the Abu Dhabi 
Festival 2018. The festival had the performances by 'The Merchants of Bollywood’ an Indian theatrical extravaganza, 'We The Living, a classical Indian 
dance inspired by Rumis 'The Human Being by the Tanusree Shankar Dance Academy and sarod maestro Ustad Amjad Ali Khan.
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EXPO 2020: Overview

Expo 2020 Dubai will be the rst mega-event of its kind to take place in the Middle East, Africa or South Asia. Serving an area with a collective 

population of nearly 3 billion people and a GDP of more than USD 7.4 trillion, this will be the rst Expo to be close to home for many who have had no 

previous access, making an immediate and lasting impact on the lives of an entire region. Expo 2020 Dubai will take place from 20 October 2020 to 10 

April 2021.

With its central theme of ‘Connecting Minds, Creating the Future’ and three subthemes of 

Opportunity, Mobility and Sustainability, it is committed to convening the global community and 

inspiring people to collaborate in new ways to create a better future. Recognising that today’s 

challenges are too complex and interconnected to be solved in isolation, Expo 2020 Dubai is 

determined to connect creative minds and forge new partnerships. The event’s overarching 

theme of Connecting Minds, Creating the Future recognises that the creation of sustainable 

solutions to global problems requires a willingness to reach out across geographic and 

institutional boundaries, industry clusters, cultures and disciplines.

As a national project, Expo 2020 Dubai is an exercise in the UAE’s international cooperation and 

the UAE is looking forward to strengthening its bilateral relations with countries through hosting 

the event. The subthemes of Opportunity, Mobility and Sustainability provide a unique platform 

to do so, in a way that merges innovation and national priorities for governments and the private 

sector. Over 180 countries are expected to participate in Expo 2020 Dubai, in addition to 

multilateral organisations, corporate entities, non-governmental organisations and 

universities. With many millions of visitors expected, 70% of which will be international, Expo 

2020 Dubai will provide a unique global platform for showcasing and sharing novel and 

innovative solutions with the potential to transform the lives of people around the world.

Connecting Minds, Creating the Future is far more than a 
theme; it is a mandate, a promise that the UAE has made to 
the world. In this world of shared destinies, our theme is a 
promise for partnerships that will foster cross-national 
and cross-disciplinary cooperation and innovation.

Her Excellency Reem Al Hashimy, Director General, 
Bureau Expo 2020 Dubai

Expo 2020 Dubai is about more than just 
Dubai and the UAE; we want to give 

something back to the world.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of 

the UAE, and the Ruler of Dubai

The Expo 2020 Masterplan includes three zones, one for each of the chosen 

subthemes of Opportunity, Mobility and Sustainability, and all converging at a 

central plaza called Al Wasl, meaning ‘the connection.’ The enclosed area will 

occupy 200 hectares, while the remaining 240 hectares of the site will house 

supporting amenities and facilities, including the Expo 2020 Village for participant 

and staff accommodation, warehousing, logistics, transport nodes, hotels, retail 

and a public park. The Expo’s 4.38 square km site will have the capacity to 

welcome up to 250,000 people per day. Participants will be offered the choice of 

whether to build their own pavilions or rent them from the organisers. Support will 

be made available to participating nations in developing their pavilion’s physical 

structure and the thematic content within it. The spatial organisation of the site 

embodies the Expo’s theme and subthemes, drawing inspiration from local urban 

design, architecture and the natural environment.
MANY MILLIONS OF
EXPECTED VISITS

between its opening day on
20 October 2020 and its

closing date on 10 April 2021

Create and deliver an inclusive
and global Expo with over

200 PARTICIPANTS
30,000
include more than

VOLUNTEERS
from a wide range of ages,
nationalities, cultures 
and backgrounds

70%
EXPECTED TO COME

FROM OUTSIDE THE UAE

 AIM TE OW
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T
he Special Olympics World Games 2019 will be hosted in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates from 14 March to 21 March 2019 for the rst time in the 
Middle East and North Africa since the movement’s founding over 50 years ago. The event is held under the Patronage of His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan with a mission to promote positive social change for people with intellectual disabilities and create a more 

inclusive society.

Special Olympics is the world’s largest humanitarian 
sporting event and a global movement which focuses on the 
empowerment of People of Determination with intellectual 
disabilities through the power of sport. It aims to empower 
people with intellectual disabilities to become accepted and 
valued members of their communities, which leads to a 
more respectful and inclusive society for all. Using sports as 
the catalyst and programming around health and education, 
Special Olympics is ghting inactivity, injustice and 
intolerance.

The Special Olympics World Games Abu Dhabi 2019 are expected to attract more than 7,000 Special Olympics athletes representing over 170 countries 
throughout the world, who will compete in 24 ofcially sanctioned Olympic-style sports in venues across Abu Dhabi. Set to be the largest single event 
ever held in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the event will be attended by over 45,000 spectators and viewed by millions worldwide. More than 2,500 
coaches and 20,000+ volunteers will make these Games the most memorable and meaningful sporting event on the planet.

In addition to sports competition, the 2019 World Games will feature inspiring non-sports activities and programs, including Unied Sports 
experiences, free Healthy Athletes screenings, a GenUin Global Youth Summit, and the Law Enforcement Torch Run.

The UAE constitution guarantees the right for persons with disabilities to live in dignity as equal citizens, including the right to work and participate in all 
aspects of life. Issued in 2006 by HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE President, the Federal Law No. (29) of 2006 was the rst law in the 
UAE to protect the rights of People with Determination.

In this light, both Abu Dhabi and UAE have made disability a priority and see the Games as a way to continue to reinforce its commitment to create 
inclusion and integration. Abu Dhabi has been at the forefront in the Middle East of the protection and promotion of rights for people with intellectual 
disabilities for more than 20 years and is making huge strides in integrating people with intellectual disabilities into society, especially in schools and 
the workplace. Last year, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, launched a 
national strategy to empower people with disabilities. As part of the strategy, he called for people with disabilities to be called ‘people of determination’.
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UIBC was launched by H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister for Foreign Affairs and Smt. Sushma Swaraj, Hon’ble Minister of 
External Affairs, GoI on 3rd September 2015 in New Delhi.

UAE - India Business Council (UIBC) is the only Official 
Joint Business Chamber set up by both the 
Governments for promoting economic synergy 
between the UAE and India. 

UIBC was formally launched by His Highness Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Smt. Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble 
Minister of External Affairs of India during 11th Session 
of the India-UAE Joint Commission Meeting on 3rd 
September 2015 in New Delhi.

UIBC aims to create an inclusive bilateral trade 
environment between UAE and India by linking 
businesses from both the countries, and supporting 
long-term commercial partnerships for developing 
strategic relationships between businesses and 
government officials from both the countries.

UIBC acts towards promoting investment promotion 
and business collaborations/ JVs between UAE and 
Indian businesses by organizing B2B networking 
meetings, policy forums and investment focused 
events, delegations, and other facilities required to 
succeed. 

It serves to provide a voice and visibility to the various 
stakeholders in UAE - India economic space and work 
towards promoting trade and investment, job 
creation, innovation, inclusion, and entrepreneurship 
between the UAE and India.

n To act as a catalyst engaged in 
exchange of ideas intended to 
p r o m o t e  t h e  e c o n o m i c 
synergy between the UAE and 
India.

n To serve as the direct link 
b e t w e e n  b u s i n e s s  a n d 
government leaders of both 
the countries

n  To  c r e a t e  a  n e t w o r k  o f 
Government, Policy Makers, 
Business Leaders, and industry 
experts for facilitating JVs/ 
partnerships

n  Providing a voice and visibility 
to the various stakeholders in 
UAE – India economic space

n  To work towards promoting 
trade and investment, job 
creation, innovation, inclusion, 
a n d  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p 
between the UAE and India

UAE - India Business
Council (UIBC)
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SHARAFUDDIN SHARAF
Chairman, UIBC &

Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group

RIZWAN SOOMAR
Deputy Chairman, UIBC &

CEO & MD - Subcontinent Region,
DP World

SHARAD AGARWAL
Vice Chairman, UIBC &

CEO - India, Emirates NBD Bank
(P.J.S.C)

ABDUL SALAM
Director General

UAE - India Business
Council (UIBC)

UIBC Leadership

UIBC work towards providing its member companies a platform to track opportunities in the UAE-India trade corridor, explore 
new avenues for investment, and deepen engagement with relevant stakeholders. The Council engages with the governments, 
industry and other stakeholders on different areas that address challenges and create opportunities for its member companies. 
UIBC recognizes that every business is different from other and believe in offering customized services to its members tailored to 
meet their corporate objectives.

Policy debate & interac�ons
with policy makers &
industry experts

Exclusive access to closed
door roundtables with
Government

Government Advocacy
Service

Market intelligence rela�ng
to policy development and
investment opportuni�es

Business networking and
support for forging
partnerships/ JVs

Par�cipa�on in business
delega�ons for establishing
strategic �es/ partnerships

Membership
Benefits

Our Members

UIBC Membership
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UAE - India: Moving Towards
Building Strategic Partnerships



UAE - India Business Council (UIBC)
512, Kailash Building, K.G. Marg, New Delhi - 110001
Tel : +91 11 23413024, 49536383
Email : office@uibc.org

www.uibc.org
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